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Centre Rep Chattering 

Hi All 

A big Lostriders Welcome to John Pate from 
Sleaford with a Virago.  Sorry mate we have not 
much to offer you socially or rideouts at the 
moment.  Your nearest Lincolnshire meet is at 
the Jolly Scotsman in Sleaford on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month.  When we get back to 
normal, your Lincolnshire Area Rep Rachel 
Bridgwood will make you very welcome.  

I hope you are all safe and well and I look forward 
to riding and partying with you soon, this feels 
very strange.  What a mess we as a world are in 
with the Coronavirus its bought each country to 
its knees.  As VSOC bikers it’s prevented us from 
enjoying our social life and biking with our VSOC 
family. 

Below I list all the events cancelled for the next 
six months, it shows how much Centre 9 were 
involved in.  Bev and I and most of you I am sure 
were looking forward to a busy biking season. 

• Bottesford Egg Run 

• Gathering of the Clans 

• Jump Start Party 

• Belgium Rally 

• Inspire Memorial ride in 

• MCN Show 

• Loughbrough Bike show 

• Steamin Ahead Rally C9 

• Lincoln Bikefest VSOC stand, 
display and Ride in 

• Finland Rally 

• Daventry Motorcycle Festival 

• Swaton Country Show 

• C9 25th Anniversary weekend 

• Rideout with Centre 5 

• Kendal Rally 

• Bubble Car museum rideout 

• Ruddington Heritage Centre VSOC 
stand and ride-in 

• Newark Chopper shop ride in 

• Leicester Speedway night out 

I might of missed the odd event, please except 
my apologies.  A lot of hard work has gone into 
organising the events and I thank those involved. 

As you know I will be stepping down as your 
Centre Rep at Octobers AGM, this decision was 
made because of my health issues.  This would be 
an ideal time to step forward and be considered 
for Centre Rep because the situation we are in, 
it’s quiet with no pressure and I will shadow you 
until you are ready, so please send me your 
expressions of interest. 

As of 1st March we had 54 non-renewals so let’s 
hope over the past four weeks this has increased 
our membership.  

If you have any questions about anything or 
suggestions please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Stay in Stay safe.  

That’s all folks  

Kevin K  

 

 



 

Editor 

Hi Folks 

Well, what can I say?  I hope that all of you are 

managing to stay safe and are coping with the 

lockdown.  Ron and me are fine, we’ve been 

keeping ourselves busy.  So apart from looking 

longingly at our bikes in the garage we been 

sprucing up the garden and I’ve re-discovered 

the greenhouse.  I’ve managed to grow lettuce, 

beetroot, tomato, cucumber and radish plants so 

far.  I’ve also planted potatoes and onions, 

weeded the strawberry patch and prepared the 

veggie beds ready for the seedlings. 

For the first time since this all kicked off we 

ventured out to the supermarket, that was 

interesting!  Ron stayed in the car while I toured 

the store and managed to get a few bits to keep 

us going.  There wasn’t a bag of pasta or toilet 

roll in sight, however, on our way home when we 

stopped for fuel Ron bizarrely found a pack of 2 

toilet rolls in a little out of the way petrol 

station! 

Our village is quieter than ever, all that’s missing 

is a bit of tumbleweed rolling down the road!  

That said, last Thursday night it got quite noisy 

with all the clapping, banging of pans and 

cheering for the NHS.  We’ve also got lots of 

rainbows displayed, the community spirit here is 

amazing, I love it here! 

The weather was gorgeous at the weekend and 

what a great day it would have been for the 

Gathering but needs must as they say.  I’m not 

good at being confined and it was extremely 

frustrating to see and hear some bikes going 

passed ours on the coast road.  Both me and Ron 

had quite a lot to say about them, none of it can 

be repeated here! 

I am feeling anxious for everyone especially for 

those of you doing your bit as an essential 

worker.  I really hope that you all manage to 

safely get through this terrible time and I look 

forward to when we can all sit together again in 

a field somewhere having a beer or two or 

three… 

It’s sad that the Coronavirus has stolen all our 

bike events but I pray it doesn’t steal any of you! 

Stay safe and stay home. 

Fran 

 

 

Lincolnshire Area Rep 

Rachel sends her apologies as she’s unable to do 
a write-up this month, she is working from home 
and has more than ever to do at the moment. 

 

Rachel tells me that her thoughts are with 
everyone and she says she hopes you all stay safe. 

 

 

The View from Derbyshire 
 

Tessa, John and I arrived early at the Arkwright and enjoyed a good meal before our March meeting.  
After sitting and chatting about matters, the meeting time passed and no-one arrived.  Strange, we 

thought and were deciding to leave when John walked round the corner and found all our 

Derbyshire group sitting in the bar!  They hadn't realised we were there.  So the meeting began.  
Harry had had a fall coming out of his local fish and chip shop and appeared 'battered' and bruised.  

He's ok though and according to Ros the chips were still hot and weren't harmed. 

On a more serious note, I had offered to lead a ride-in to the Gathering of the Clans in April and 
had a couple of respondents, but sadly as all events are cancelled for now, maybe we'll be able to 

do this at a later date.  Something perhaps to look towards 

As this was the last meeting we are likely to have for some time, I hope we can all keep in touch 

over group social media, newsletters and websites.  In these unusual times we need to keep 
positive, so maybe spend some time cleaning and polishing your bike, refurbishing kit, or just sitting 

on your bike shouting "rhumbaaa!, rhumbaaa!" 

So until the lockdown is loosened, stay safe everyone. 

Tessa & Jayne 
 

 
  



 

 

 

A sad farewell to a true Gent – Malc Clarke 

 

 

Rest in peace Malc you will surely missed by all your Lost Rider 

friends Ride free my friend.  Kevin Knowlden 

A real Gentleman with a heart of gold, missing you already 

Mate.  Harry Simpson 

Malc truly was one of the good guys and will be sorely missed.  

Steve & Kathy 

A lovely man.  A good friend.  Wendy Bostock 

Loved Malc’s witty sense of humour.  Will be missed by us all.  

Ros Thompson 

A real Gentleman.  Dave Howarth 

Malc was truly a lovely chap.  Leonie Brown 

 

 

 

 

I lost one of the best friends a man could have.  Such a warm 

human being is hard to find.  I knew Malcolm for a long long 

time, we had many long conversations, mostly about nothing I 

guess, but I will always treasure the time we had.  Rest easy old 

friend, miss you for ever.   

Terry Warren 

 

 

Tributes taken from Facebook 

 

The Daffodils are out now despite Coronavirus  

Eh up.  I was in the pub last night.  That being the last night before prohibition hit the UK on the 21st 

March 2020.  One of the old boys said to me staring over his pint of Blacksheep “The daffodils are 

out now.  Yer will be getting yer bikes out the shed now then”, “Ey’ it’s time to give em a dust down 

and see if they will start.  Where I live the daffodils are famous.  Everyone looks forward to seeing 

them especially me as I know it’s time to get me bikes ready for the summer and new adventures for 

2020”. 

“Have you got any plans this year for any long trips again?” he asked.  I replied well it’s all a bit 

difficult isn’t it with all this Coronavirus stuff”.  I usually ride either north around the various and 

beautiful extremities of Scotland.  Or as last year a ride to the warm south in Spain and Portugal for 

a few months.  Went in August and came back in October just in time to lay my bikes up in the shed 

for the winter.  Dragging them out would bring back the memories of the long warm rides of the 



Iberian Peninsula.  Looking across form Gibraltar to Africa.  The food of tapas, paella and barbecued 

fish on the beach.  Chilled red rioja which I always found strange.  Cool San Miguel lager.  Refreshing 

sangria at the end of the day after a long dusty ride.  The very friendly Spanish and Portuguese people 

who were always glad to see another biker.  Trying to converse in Spanish or Portuguese with a very 

strong North Yorkshire accent was difficult.  There are no comparable phrases for “eh up” and “ee 

by gum” but we managed and a good time was had by all.  In a previous winter I had exported my 

Virago and I to Florida for the winter to hide from the British winter in Fort Myers on the Gulf of 

Mexico.  Riding through the Everglades dodging the crocks and other nasties.  Riding South to the 

Florida Keys.  Drinking a lot of cool beer in the biker bars and eating a lot of blackened chicken and 

shrimps.  Cruising along Highway One with my sunglasses on thinking I was Peter Fonda.  In March 

we crossed over to Daytona for the Bike Week and lived the dream.  Drank beer on Main Street and 

watched the continual parade of bikes, hung out at the Iron Horse Saloon.  Those wonderful memories 

were as vivid as the arthritis causing me to hobble around from the effects of the unforgiving and 

long boring British winter.  “I am not sure what I can do this year.  It looks as if the world is shutting 

down” I replied to him, “I will just have to play it by ear.” 

My mind started to wander, and my thoughts drifted away from the pub.  Coronavirus and my arthritis 

to what could I do once the bikes were out, up and running and ready to rumble?  I, like a lot if not 

most of the bikers at my age who are in the at-risk group.  There were two things that I had in mind.  

Travel is unclear now and it is not safe to set off to see my porridge gobbling family in the north 

beyond Hadrian’s Wall.  The risk of picking up and transmitting the virus is too high and irresponsible 

so what could I do?  I have had all winter having to endure the gross amount of television cooking 

and baking programs.  No wonder the country is obese.  I couldn’t stand to watch another set of trendy 

politically correct food expert’s discussing various dishes from around the globe and the benefits of 

vegan cooking any more.  I like Whitby fish and chips on a Friday.  Eating them in the café with 

bread and butter and a cup of tea.  Gazing with total besotted love and a lifetime commitment across 

the road at my true love.  Unlike other ladies she does not tarnish or look tired as the year moves on.  

In fact, she gets more lovely and beautiful every year.  I am truly bewitched by the gleaming spoked 

wheels and deep reflective chrome bling of my loved one.  I like Sundays at Helmsley having my 

fine roast local North Yorkshire lamb at Easter with Yorkshire Puddings and local vegetables.  The 

gravy pot steaming and adding to the unforgettable aroma of roast and mint.  What is also a fond 

memory of riding the loop round the Yorkshire visiting the biker tea stops.  Such as the Whistle Stop 

at Whitby Train Station.  The marketplace at Helmsley and Squires Café.  Where we sample the staple 

food of the British Biker.  The satisfying un-politically correct Bacon Buttie.  God bless this 

wonderful British invention.  A meal that can satisfy the hungriest of bikers.  Its culinary delight is 

international in all of our four countries of the United Kingdom and our cousins from the Irish 

Republic who also have fish and chips and Yorkshire puds.  So, having been contaminated by those 

heinous TV cookery programs reflecting the worst attitude from those Westminster weirdos.  It is my 

belief that we should embark on a crusade right across our realm and Ireland to find the best bikers 

bacon butty.  I am aware that we will need to wait for the Coronavirus to die out probably with a few 

of our brave crusaders).  However, we can get prepared for such a quest to find the holy grail.  

Therefore, knights of the road you should prepare your metal steeds to be ready when the daffodils 

are wilting to go forward together along beautiful biking roads in our crusade to find the holy grail. 

“That’s it boys.  Sup up.  Its twelve o’clock and the pubs closed” bellowed the barmaid.  She was a 

stern looking woman that would be at home as the airline stewardesses on Hale & Pace Yorkshire 

Airways or Sid’s Café in Last of the Summer Wine.  That brought me swiftly back to reality.  

Prohibition had arrived in the UK.  We all stood up.  Joined hands and sang Auld Lang Syne, as we 

left we continued to sing “We‘ll meet again don’t know where don’t know when”.  Our greatest 

British institution had just been closed the British Pub.  I better get working on the bike and how to 

comply with self-isolation on a motorcycle trip.  

The End 

Richard Murray  



 

 

Events 

 

Sunday, 5 April 2020 

Gathering of the Clans 

Cancelled 

 

Friday – Sunday, 24 – 26 April 2020 

Jumpstart Party 

Cancelled 

 

Friday – Sunday, 8 – 10 May 2020 

YCC Belgium Rally 

Cancelled 

 

 

Friday – Sunday, 21 – 25 May 2020 

Centre 9 Steamin Ahead Rally 

Cancelled 

 

Friday – Sunday, 12 – 14 June 2020 

International Rally Finland 

Cancelled 

Friday – Sunday, 3 – 5 July 2020 

25th Anniversary Party 

Cancelled 

 

 
 

Lost Riders 20 years ago… 
 
In April 2000 Centre 9 took part in: 
 

• Nottingham Egg run 

• Ride with the Wings (ride with the Gold Wing Owners Club) 

• Nottingham Easter Egg Run (Lincs members) 

• Authorpe Hedgehog Care Centre Run (Lincs members) 

• Meet and Greet with the new Derbyshire Rep at Clay Cross 
Powersports (now CMC Chesterfield) 

• 5th Annual Easter Egg Run (became the Gathering of the Clans in 
2001) ride over the Humber Bridge to Flamborough Head 

• Trev & Rose’s wedding in Derby with a Lost Rider escort 

 

 

 

And finally, 

 

 

  



Lost Rider Meetings 

All meetings cancelled until further notice. 
 
Centre:  
1st Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Vale Social Club, 54 Vale Road, Colwick, 
Nottingham.  NG4 2ED 

 

Derbyshire: 
2nd Monday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Arkwright Arms, Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield.  S44 5JG 
 
Leicestershire, Rutland and Northants: 
2nd Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
The Railway Inn, 152 Station Road, 
Glenfield.  LE3 8BR 

Lincolnshire:  
2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
The Jolly Scotchman, 18 Lincoln Road, 
Sleaford.  NG34 8NP 
 
Nottinghamshire: 
3rd Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1, 
Watnall Road, Hucknall.  NG15 6EU 

 

Contacts 
 

Centre Rep & Membership 

Kevin Knowlden 

Tel:  07816 434108 

centrerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Deputy Rep 

David Freestone 

Tel:   

centredep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Treasurer 

Brian Timms 

Tel: 07974 395696 

treasurer@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Derbyshire Reps 

Jayne Bell & Tessa Lunn 

Tel: Tessa – 07803 294517 

derbyshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Leicestershire Rep 

Chris Healy 

Tel:  07505 764728 

leicestershirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Lincolnshire Rep 

Rachel Bridgwood 

Tel:  07800 853322 

lincolnshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Nottinghamshire Rep 

Paul Clay 

Tel:   

nottinghamshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Merchandisers 

Steve & Cathy Riglin 

Tel:  07910 094697 

merchandise@lostriders.co.uk 

Webmaster 

Ryan Anderson 

Tel:  tba 

webmaster@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Fundraising Co-ordinator 

Bev Knowlden 

Tel:  07969 438707 

kevinsales@live.co.uk 
 

Rideout Co-ordinator 

Dave Howarth 

Tel:  07770 697080 

rideouts@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Facebook Co-ordinator 

Lorraine Healy 

Tel:   

snapper@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Snapper 

Lorraine Healy 

Tel:   

snapper@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Fran Burr 

Tel:  07923 651274 

fran.lostriders@outlook.com 
 

Rideout Texting 

Brian 

c/o treasurer@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Fundraising Co-ordinator 

Bev Knowlden 

Tel: 

c/o:  centrerep@lostriders.co.uk 
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