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Centre Rep Chattering  

Hi Everybody 

The weather is breaking into spring, so far 
there’s been quite a few sunny days for a 
ride-out. 

The Centre has 79 members and 1 
associate as of 1st April, sadly 9 non 
renewals for personal reasons.  Our dear 
friend Pete Brown (Skully) after 17 years 
as a VSOC member has stopped riding 
and hung his boots up, so his bike is for 
sale.  All the very best to Pete and Leone, 
keep in touch. 

A warm VSOC welcome to Dave Cropley 
of Bourne with a 535 Virago.  Hopefully we 
will meet him at one of our events soon.  

Sunday 17th March at Erewash Indoor 
Bowls club Long Eaton was our 9th annual 
Bowls and Carvery bonding lunch.  It was 
supported by 46 members including some 
from Centres 5 and 8. We had a theme as 
it was St Patricks day to wear Green on the 
Green, many came in green attire and 
enjoyed keeping their woods out of the 
gullies and near the jack.  

We had three winning teams: 

1st place: Team 8 
 Megan, Chris Healy, Janie 
 

2nd place: Team 10 
 Jennifer, Rod, Lorraine  
 

3rd place: Team 4 
 Julia C5, Stefan, Rob Bywater

The Erewash Bowls Club coaches 
decided on the most improved bowler of 
the match and Janie Anderson was 
awarded an inscribed cup.  Afterwards a 
Carvery meal and dessert with coffee was 
enjoyed by all.  A great selection of raffle 
prizes by Bev collected £90.00 for our last 
fundraiser for Blood Bikes. 

Thank you all for your contributions, we 
cannot support our charities without you.  

As you read this our 19th Gathering of the 
Clans has taken place with 58 bikes and 
pillions gathered at Gonerby Moor 
Services, Grantham.  More from Dave 
Howarth the ride-out lead, thanks Dave.  
Everyone had great ride, the weather was 
very kind to us and it was great to see 
some of our new members on their first 
Gathering and Rideout.  

On arrival at the Vale Club we squeezed 
our machines into the rear car park, with 
Gazebos by Blood Bikes, Friary House, 
Johnathon Bike Trophies and C9 
merchandise.  

Everybody enjoyed the pork and stuffing 
cobs, hot drinks and cupcakes topped with 
our logo.  Everyone also received a goody 
bag which included a patch sponsored by 
Paul.  

We presented Blood Bikes with a cheque 
for £1720.  Thanks for everyone’s support 
and generosity over the past year.  We 
then introduced our new charity partner, 
Friary House.  They support 
homelessness, rough sleepers and 
vulnerable people in Nottingham.  I will be 



delivering items for their food, toiletries, 
clothing, sleeping items and brick-a-brac 
bank once a month after the Centre meet.  

I will keep a tally of items donated and 
announce totals when we present their 
cheque next year.  

Next came our Membership Anniversary 
Awards: 

5 years:  Malcom Clarke 
 

10 years:  Alex Bridgwood 
Ben Mc Garth 
 

15 years: Chris Bostock 
Paul Clay 
Ged Elliott 
Terry Hadley–Palmer 
 

20 years: Jim Salmon, 
  Melv Cooper 

Tess Lunn 
Jane Bell 
Paul Harrison 
Nick Lappage 
 

25 years: Joe Broughton still riding his 
original Virago 

 

Pat Hamilton joined with a 
Virago 535 and for the past 22 
years and 100,000 miles later 
he’s riding his Virago 1100. 

Congratulations to all from your VSOC 
family.  

For those that couldn’t make it their 
patches were posted. 

A big thanks to Fat Skeleton aka Paul 
Burdass for covering the cost of the 
Gathering of the Clans patches, 
Johnathon for the trophies, Bev for 
cupcakes, the Vale Club for cancelling 
Sunday lunches to accommodate us. 

Robert Anderson for the photography of 
the Gathering ride, Lorraine, Ros, Michael 
and Mike for their photos.  Please send 
any photos of the day to our Webmaster 
Ryan, he’s home from University so this 
will keep him busy.  

Best Qualifying Bike Trophies went to: 

Joe -Virago 
 

Steve – Raider 
 

Michael – Bolt 
 

Nigel -Trike 
 

Dave Jacklin – Dragstar 
 

Mark Winterbottom – 
Warrior/Venture/ Royal/ Wild Star 
 

Dave Freestone - Midnight Star 950 

Congratulations to all. 

A few interesting events and ride-outs this 
month please support the organisers.  

That’s all folks.  Hope to see you soon. 

Safe riding. 

Kevin K 

 

 

Editor 

Hi Folks 

Well, what can I say?  Ron and I have 

just had a fantastic weekend, starting 

on Saturday spending the day with 

Trevor and Rachel who kindly showed us 

the sights of Lincoln, fed us and supplied 

a comfy bed for the night.  Then on 

Sunday we attended the Gathering of 

the Clans.  Riding to the meeting point 

was the first time we’ve ridden with 

anyone other than Tracey and Neil for 

years.  I loved it, following Alex with 

Rachel in the lead, Ron behind me and 

Trevor at the back – not convinced 

Trevor wasn’t checking my riding out!  



But I managed to stay upright so all was 

good. 

The Gathering of the Clans ride-out was 

brilliant, well lead, well organised, great 

roads and excellent second man drop-

offs to mark the route.  I was slightly 

concerned about me marking a junction 

and could see that I was going to end up 

doing so in Nottingham where I’d have 

no idea where I was, the ride was likely 

to have split up and it was busy.  Much 

to my amazement and much more to 

Ron’s I managed it successfully – if you 

knew my history of marking junctions 

you’d know why!  Thank you all so much 

for making this day so great.  I loved 

every minute of it. 

The only negative of the day was my bike 

not winning the best Raider/Stryker 

category but I bow to Steve’s far 

superior and much more sparkly Raider!  

Well done Steve. 

We got drenched on our way home from 

the Gathering but even that didn’t 

dampen my new found enthusiasm for 

riding.  The Lost Riders have definitely 

given me my joy of riding back – thanks 

for that. 

Take care out there. 

Ride safe 

Fran 

 

 

Lincolnshire Area Rep 
 
Finally, the bike has moved out of the 
garage.  Firstly, to have its first MOT, it 
passed with flying colours other than an 
advisory to say that it would soon need a 
new rear tyre.  £210 later a new one has 
been fitted. 
 

A few weeks later with the promise of nice 
weather I rode to Alford for a Royal British 
Legion Meeting.  It was a beautiful day and 
it bought a large smile to my face as I got 
into the swing after such a long break.  
 

Finally, it was the Gathering.  It was great 
to see so many Lincolnshire Members and 
of course everyone else.  Thanks to Dave 
for an interesting ride and Kev, Bev and all 
her helpers for a lovely welcome at the 
Vale.  
 

This weekend Trev and myself are off to 
the Jump Start.  I have had a look at the 
weather and so far, it’s looking dry so 
hopefully that will be another nice ride.  We 
haven’t been before and this year we are 
aiming to try different events. 

At the end of March we managed a 5 night 
break in Budapest.  It’s a lovely city and if 
you haven’t been, I definitely recommend 
it. 
 

It’s great to see so many at our meetings 
and look forward to the warmer evenings 
when we can attend on the bike and sit in 
the garden. 

Congratulations to Alex Bridgwood on 
receiving his 10 year patch at the 
Gathering. 
 

Hope to see you all soon.  
 

Ride Safe. 
 

Rachel
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

David Cropley 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Bowls & 
Carvery 

 

 

 

Sean Quinn asks if we can help with a ‘Ride In’ 
for his grandson Brolin’s Prom on Thursday 18th 

July 2019. Starting from Highbury Vale to 
Goosedale, Bestwood Village. 

Sean will donate £200 to our Charity for this 

event. 

Please let Kev know if you are able to assist.  



The Friary - Working locally to end 
homelessness 

Hopefully by the time you read this some of you have had the opportunity to meet the organisers, 
volunteers and service users of this great charity we are supporting this year. 

The Friary is very much a community organisation and was founded in 1988 by Ann Bremner MBE 
with a distinctly Christian ethos working in the Nottingham area.  The Friary aims to empower rough 
sleepers and vulnerable adults helping them to rebuild their lives.  The charity caters for about 
15,000 visits from local people per year. 

The service initially focussed on specific local needs and was run entirely by volunteers opening one 
day a week.  Since then the charity has grown and now helps those with more complex needs.  It 
provides a wide range of services and has a drop-in sessions 3 times per week, 52 weeks of the year.  
Each session is often used by over 100 local people in need of support.  

Here’s a list of just some of the services and activities the Friary offers: 

• A warm welcome 

• A point of contact in time of crisis 

• Food & hot drink, shower, clothing, 
footwear.  

• Welfare advice 

• Health advice 

• Access to computers e.g. to apply for 
benefits, support with CV writing & job 
searches - essential with impending 
roll out    of online only applications for 
state benefits.  

• Budgetary advice 

• Support to maintain tenancies 

• Fellowship & social interaction to 
improve mental health and confidence 
building. 

• Access to Drug/Alcohol Abuse 
counselling 

• Drumming workshop 
 

 
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to raise funds for a good cause that has strong links with our 
community.  Or, we can help out by donating any of the most wanted items, such as: 
 
Rucksacks, holdalls, sleeping bags, ground sheets, 1-2 man tents, torches & batteries, tin openers, 
pots & pans, watches, small radios.  
 
Items of clothing such as:  
Jeans & joggers, socks, t-shirts, shirts, jumpers, hoodies, fleeces, waterproofs, coats & jackets, 
underwear (new only please) for both men and women, dressing gowns, pyjamas, slippers, trainers, 
practical shoes & boots, belts, gloves, woollen hats.  
Household items:  
Bedding – duvets, duvet covers, sheets, pillows, pillow cases, towels, curtains, tea towels, 
saucepans, plates, bowls, mugs, dishes, cutlery, kitchen utensils, washing up bowls, toasters, 
microwaves, lamps, clocks, irons.  
 
Toiletries:  
Soap, shower gel, toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, shaving foam/gel, deodorant, nail clippers, 
shampoo, conditioner, talc. 
 

  



Donations for The Friary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Centre 9’s 19th 
 

 

 

“Gathering of the Clans” 
“An occasion when a large group of family and friends meet specially to enjoy themselves”.  This is 
exactly what our event is all about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Please bring your donations of equipment, clothing, 

tinned food, toiletries etc to the Centre or area meet each 

month.  Kevin K will deliver these to Friary House once a 

month on behalf of Centre 9. 
 

Sunday, 7th April 2019 



The history of our Ride Out: 
 
A few months ago I was given a history lesson by Paul Burdass our Sponsor and founding member. 
 
The ride started out as an Easter run, always on Good Friday.  There were two or three early runs 
which were quite informal with between10-15 bikes, in fact the first one was out around Rutland 
Water. 
 
Next year was from Clay Cross around Derbyshire, apparently this was a very wet one. 
 
It moved from Good Friday to a Sunday at the request of a few members who had work 
commitments.   
 
The highest attendance was back in 2005 when the run commenced at Leicester services and 
finished at the Queen Victoria with approximately 120 bikes. 

 
This year’s ride started at Gonerby Moor Services, this was 
chosen to provide easy access to members coming from some 
other centres and a good starting point to take in the Vale of 
Belvoir. 
 
We all met up and had a good catch up followed by group 
photos and a briefing. 
 
Then we were off 
down the lanes 

through the villages including Barrowby, Harston and then 
onto Woolsthorpe by Belvoir. 
 
Next stop was a photo shoot on the tree lined avenue with 
Belvoir Castle as a back drop. 
 
The ride continued with more twisty undulating lanes 
through Eaton, Strathern, and Harby. 
 
Once through the villages of the vale the roads opened up a little taking in Langar and Cropwell 
Bishop. 
 
Photos again as we passed under the A46 at Stragglethorpe Junction. 
 
Finally, we found our way back onto the A52 past the Forest ground, over Lady Bay Bridge and onto 
the Vale Club.  The total ride length was about 45miles and took us an hour and thirty minutes. 
 
There were no incidents and really positive feedback from everyone about the ride, it was a bit chilly 
but I’m never dressed appropriately so that was my own fault. 
 



This is the second year we’ve ridden into the Vale which creates a real 
atmosphere for the Gathering, more tea and cake 
food and presentations. 
 

 
I know everyone has high expectations for next year’s 20th Anniversary event so we better start 
preparing soon. 
 
Dave Howarth 
Centre 9 Ride Out Co-ordinator 

 

Lots more photos and videos can be found on the Lost Riders website and Facebook page. 

 

 

Events 

Friday - Sunday, 12-14 April 2019 

Jumpstart Party 

Golborne Parkside Social and Community 

Club,  

Rivington Avenue, Golborne.  WA3 3HG 

Sunday, 14 April 2019 

Bottesford Egg Run 

Destination is Melton Mowbray going via 

Grantham. 

Meeting point:  Unicorn Pub, Gunthorpe at 

9.30am, leaving at 10am. 

Sunday - Monday, 

21 & 22 April 2019 

Red Marley Classic Trial 

Great Witley, Worcs.  WR6 6JJ 

Admission Free for Spectators on Sunday 

Friday - Sunday, 26-28 April 2019 

Rally in a Hotel 

Book directly with hotel, quoting VSOC or 

Yamaha. 

Tel:  01954 249930 

Friday - Sunday, 10-12 May 2019 

YCC Belguim Rally 

Ruige Heide, Putsebaan 251, 2040 

Zandvliet, Belguim. 

Pre-registration on website is requested.  

Saturday - Sunday, 

17 – 18 May 2019 

MCN Festival of Motorcycling 

East of England Arena 

Friday - Sunday, 24-27 May 2019 

Carnivulture Rally 

Centre 12 Vultures Rally 

Thatcham Town FC, Crookham Hill.  RG19 

4PA. 

Friday – Sunday, 7 – 9 June 2019 

International Rally 

Zeltlagerplatz Stolle, Auf der Stolle 1, 

27124 Rosdorf 

Germany 

 

  



Lost Rider Meetings 

Centre:  
1st Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Vale Social Club, 54 Vale Road, Colwick, 
Nottingham.  NG4 2ED 
 
Derbyshire: 
2nd Monday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Arkwright Arms, Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield.  S44 5JG 
 
Leicestershire, Rutland and Northants: 
2nd Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. 

The Railway Inn, 152 Station Road, 
Glenfield.  LE8 8BR 
Lincolnshire:  
2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
The Jolly Scotchman, 18 Lincoln Road, 
Sleaford.  NG34 8NP 
 
Nottinghamshire: 
3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1, 
Watnall Road, Hucknall.  NG15 6EU 
 

 

 

 

Contacts 
 
Centre Rep & Membership 

Kevin Knowlden 

Tel:  07816 434108 

centrerep@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Deputy Rep 

David Freestone 

Tel:   

centredep@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Treasurer 

Brian Timms 

Tel: 07974 395696 

treasurer@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Derbyshire Rep 

Harry Thompson 

Tel:  07968 312025 

derbyshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Leicestershire Rep 

Chris Healy 

Tel:  07505 764728 

leicestershirerep@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Lincolnshire Rep 

Rachel Bridgwood 

Tel:  07800 853322 

lincolnshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Nottinghamshire Rep 

Paul Clay 

Tel:   

nottinghamshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Merchandisers 

Steve & Cathy Riglin 

Tel:  07910 094697 

merchandise@lostriders.co.uk 

 

 
 

Webmaster 

Ryan Anderson 

Tel:   

webmaster@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Fundraising Co-ordinator 

Bev Knowlden 

Tel:  07969 438707 

kevinsales@live.co.uk 

 

Rideout Co-ordinator 

Dave Howarth 

Tel:  07770 697080 

rideouts@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Facebook Co-ordinator 

Mike Godwin 

Tel:  07775 774977 

facebook@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Snapper 

Lorraine Healy 

Tel:   

snapper@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Fran Burr 

Tel:  07923 651274 

fran.lostriders@outlook.com 

 

Rideout Texting 

Brian 

c/o treasurer@lostriders.co.uk 

 

Fundraising Co-ordinator 

Bev Knowlden 

Tel: 

c/o:  centrerep@lostriders.co.uk 
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And finally, 
 

Looking back at the Lost Riders 
 

 

Twenty years ago, in April 1999 the Lost Riders were busy doing: 

 

• The Easter Run which was the forerunner of the Gathering of the Clans.  They went to the 

Humber Bridge with the convoy of bikes crossing the bridge to the service area. 

 

• Riding out to Beverly to visit the Army Museum of Transport. 

 

• Attending the Streetfighter Show at the Sheffield Arena. 

 

 

WWW.LOSTRIDERS.CO.UK    WWW.VSOC.ORG.UK  
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