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VSOC   CENTRE 9 – NOVEMBER 2017 
OWNERS OF: VIRAGO, DRAGSTAR, ROYAL STAR, VENTURE STAR, MIDNIGHT STAR, WARRIOR, RAIDER & STRATOLINER 

(OWNERS OF OTHER CUSTOM BIKES WELCOME AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS) 

 

Hi All,   

The weather has been mainly favourable during October so we have made the most of extending the riding 
season. We went on the Ride To The Wall to the National Arboretum along with around 7000 other bikes 
coming from various start locations, this was also supported by various other Lost Riders and other VSOC 
members, we managed to catch up with a few but shear numbers mean’t we did not see all the members 
who attended. Brian sent out a last minute text suggesting a ride over to the Jolly Scotchman for the 
Lincoln area meeting so Brian, Lorraine and Chris, Ray and me rode over- see below. We attended Jayne 
Bells 60th Birthday Party in Blyth along with a good number of Lost Riders, we stayed over in a Travel Lodge 
and then on Sunday rode across to CMC and took part in the Children In Need Charity Ride back to Radio 
Derby, Rick was also on the ride, but we left after arrival in Derby and did not managed to catch up with 
him, 200 bikes made the ride. 

Ride Safe Everyone Clare & Mark – Editors 

In the Last Month 

 
Kevin’s new paint work      Rod’s new bike 

Centre 9 Vacancy 

We have a vacancy for a new webmaster – interested? Please put your name forward to Kevin our Centre Rep 
by e-mail (Kevinsales@live.co.uk)  

Thank you John Wood for building and maintaining the web page for the last few years 

http://www.lostriders.co.uk/
http://www.vsoc.org.uk/
mailto:Kevinsales@live.co.uk


Mablethorpe Skegness Beach Racing Sunday 5th November 

Organised By Brian Timms  

Lead By Chris Healey 

 

There were 15 of us, 12 Bikes and 1Trike 

Most of us met at the Unicorn, due to leave at 930 (I was late 9 40) but just in time. Chris Healey lead and Brian 

Timms was the back marker. We picked up a few around Newark and stopped at Wragby where Rachel was 

waiting, then Terry Les and Les caught up as they missed the Unicorn. Steady ride to the seafront at Mablethorpe 

to watch the Oval flat track style racing on the beach. 

Loved it, they had all sorts of classes from juniors, road machines, motocross bikes and grass track classes. So, you 

got to see Big engine Motocross’s, Speedway style bikes, kids on small crossers, big modified road bikes and there 

was even a full road legal Africa Twin. 

It was a Speedway style start and they seemed to race 4-6 bikes for 4 laps, then they come in and the next group 

went out, in fact it was so relaxed the next group were started before the previous group were all fully back in. It 

just looked fun but I’m sure there was someone in charge and keeping records of the races. 

You could just wander onto the beach get in and around the vans and the bikes in the makeshift pit area. You 

could just stand anywhere to watch even, right on the start line, it was just so relaxed.  

The range of machinery racing and on view was just so interesting to me. Guy Martin was there racing but I never 

saw him but Lorraine clocked him and got a pic. 

At One’ish we then left for Skegness approx half hour ride down the coast parked up near the RNLI centre. This is 

a completely different event, again run on the beach but it’s a proper clubman motocross event taking up a lot of 

area between the RNLI and Pier area predominantly. 

To get a full idea of the scale and lay out we walked up on the pier and this gave us a much better understanding 

of the lay out. We all agreed it looked too much like hard work. This is the second year for me at the Skegness race 

which is why there is an annual selfie of Chris Brian and Myself like last year when only three of us made the 

event. 

Attendees: Brian Timms, Chris and Lorraine Healey, Rachel Bridgwood, Adrian Carnell, Jayne Bell, Steve Taylor, 

Tony Hawkins, Dave Jacklin, Rod Brown, Kev Bamford, Terry Warren, Les Martin, Les Brown & Dave Howarth 

Rod incidentally was out showing of his new bike. I think it was his first long ride out and he was beaming like a 

Cheshire cat, he just looked so relaxed on it. It’s defiantly in excellent condition and I’m sure it will serve him well 

for many years to come. 

To conclude this was a chilly autumnal day, dry but you needed thermals and a few layers. It was a full day out 

must have done over 200 miles and was dark as I rolled in. 

Those who didn’t attend missed out on the bragging rights and it’s a must for your diary for next year. 

Dave Howarth  

Message from Lorraine & Chris 

Thanks to everyone for raffle donations they are much appreciated. 



Hi Everyone,  

Weather is still mild so have been making the most of it.  We managed to make our first “Ride to 
the Wall” which was very moving and also an interesting place.  It was great to meet up with 
other VSOC members from Centre 9, 10 and 5, along with soldiers Trev served with in Germany 
and our friends from the British Legion and MAG. It’s only when at events like this that you 
realise just what a spread of biker friends we have! 

 
We were one of the last to leave and made our way straight to the Dogs.  Another enjoyable night and our losses 
weren’t as heavy this year.  This was mainly due to less money being gambled which was a good job, as we only won 
on 2 races.  Thanks to Kev for organisation. 
 
On Saturday we attended the Lincolnshire Celebration of the Poppy Appeal at East Kirby.  It was an interesting ride 
back in the strong winds.  That evening we went to Blythe and helped Jayne celebrate her birthday.  Nice food and 
even better company. 
 
This Friday we are off to the Lincolnshire Poppy launch at Doddington Hall.  The bikes are going to get pride of place 
in front of the hall which will hopefully make for some nice photos. 
 
A reminder that our Christmas Dinner has been arranged for Sunday 17 December meeting at 13:30 for 14:00 - 
Menu is in the last newsletter.  £5 deposit and menu choices to me by Saturday 25 November 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 14th October at the Jolly Scotsman, Sleaford hope to see some of you there.  It was 
lovely to have been joined this month by Brian, Mark, Ray, Chris and Lorraine and they even came on the bikes as did 
we so the car park looked good. 

 

Ride Safe     

Rachel – Lincolnshire Rep  

Columbia 2018 

I have just been contacted by the President of the Yamaha Custom Club of Colombia to say that 
they would like to host another rally in Colombia in 2018.  As I am sure you are aware many of 
our members have been on the previous rallies and had a fantastic experience. As a result I am 
often asked by other members when there will be another one and saying they would love to have 
the opportunity to go if there was another one. 

To that end if this is of interest to you, let me know and I will add you to the list for 2018. 
I will need names and contact email addresses for those interested. 
The rally will likely follow the format of the previous rallies. The route is not yet 
formalised but may take in the Eastern plains and then go up to the Caribbean. 
Numbers are likely to be limited to around 30 and the dates are to be in August.  At the moment 
I don't know about cost. Previous rallies have come in at around £700 to £800 per person (this 
very much depends on your spending habits). Flights are generally about £700 if using the group 
booking that I have arranged previously, this allows full flexibility in cancellations and name 
changes, plus payment is not required until about 12 weeks before the flight date. I would 
highly recommend this option.  On this occasion there will be one further cost as it is likely 
that participants will have to hire bikes which is expected to be about 1,200 Euros. 



 
That is all the info I have at present please pass this one to your members quickly as the 30 
places will also be open to the other European clubs. 
Best Regards 
Trevor Bridgwood 
VSOC Chairman  

Centre 9 – 20 years ago 

We have kept copies of all the newsletters from the start of Centre 9 in 1995, so we thought it might be 
interesting to add a few lines about what was going on 20 years ago each month so starting in November 
1997. 

 Paul Burdass (who started Centre 9) was rep 

 We were known as Centre 9 East Midlands Virago Owners Club (the Star range had only recently 
been introduced by Yamaha) 

 We had just had the AGM and the committee comprised of Chris Jarret, Ian Walton, Edwina 
Churches, John Eyre, Pete Matthews, Ralph Fielding and current members – Paul Burdass, Mike 
Godwin, John Hopkinson and me. 

 John Openshaw (AKA Little John) has his head and face shaved for charity by Lesley Godwin. (see 
photos in archive on web page) 

 We were congratulating Lesley Godwin on passing her test and joining us as a solo rider on Mike’s 
535 – he had moved to an 1100 Virago.  

 The International Motorcycle Show took place at the NEC and Yamaha show cased the new 
XV535DX deluxe model with new tank, seat and extra chrome and the XVS650A classic model with 
Royal Star styled fenders and body work. 

EVENT NEWS 

Dates for your diary 

11 Nov - Rock & Bike Fest After Show Party, West Gate Suite, Long Eaton (£5 Advanced Tickets only) 

12 Nov - Remembrance Day Ride Out Meet Nottingham Knight – leaving 10:00 to Trent Embankment 
Cenotaph and afterwards at Trent Navigation (Meadow Lane) 

18 – 26 Nov – Motorcycle Live NEC Bike Show 

19 Nov – Newark Auto Jumble, Newark Showground 

19 Nov – Ollerton Hamper Run, Wheelgate Wonderland (NG22 8HX) leaving 11:30 – collecting food / drink 
for hampers for old folks  

25 Nov – Centre 9 Christmas Party, Yew Lodge, Kegworth. 

26 Nov – Bottesford Toy Run – Leaving 11:00 Rutland Arms (Near to Red Lion Bottesford) 

03 Dec – Southwell Toy Run – Admiral Rodney, King Street, Southwell, leaving 11:00  

09 Dec – Gedling Toy Run – The Arrow Pub, leaving 12:00 

11 Dec – Derbyshire Area Christmas Meal – contact Harry for menu 

17 Dec – Nottinghamshire Blood Bikes Toy Run, Robin Hood, Mansfield Road Nottingham, leaving 11:00 

17 Dec – Lincolnshire Christmas Dinner – Jolly Scotchman, Sleaford (see last month’s News  Letter for menu 
and details) 



 

LOST RIDERS NOVEMBER 2017 MEETINGS 

05 Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 
Stratstone) from 10am.  

07 
 

Tues 
Centre Meet (1st Tuesday of month - The Vale Social Club, 54 Vale Road 
Colwick, Notts.  NG4 2ED – from 7.30pm.  

13 Mon 
Derby Meet. (2nd Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield. S44 5JG. Off M1 J29 

14 Tues 
Lincolnshire Meet (2nd Tuesday of month) The Jolly Scotchman, 18 Lincoln Rd, 
Sleaford, NG34 8NP 

08 Wed 
Leicester / Northants Meet. (2nd Wednesday of each month). 
Nags Head, Station Road, Glenfield, LE3 8BQ Note 2nd Wednesday falls earlier in 
November 

19 Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 
Stratstone) from 10am.  

21 Tues 
Notts Area Meet. 3rd Tuesday of the month. Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1 Watnall 
Road (B6009), Hucknall Meetings resume April 2018 

LOST RIDERS DECEMBER 2017 MEETINGS 

03 Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 
Stratstone) from 10am.  

 

05 
 

Tues 
Centre Meet (1st Tuesday of month - The Vale Social Club, 54 Vale Road 
Colwick, Notts.  NG4 2ED – from 7.30pm. Roast Turkey Dinner - £6.50 contact Kevin 

11 Mon 
Derby Meet. (2nd Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield. S44 5JG. Off M1 J29 

12 Tues 
Lincolnshire Meet (2nd Tuesday of month) The Jolly Scotchman, 18 Lincoln Rd, 
Sleaford, NG34 8NP 

13 Wed 
Leicester / Northants Meet. (2nd Wednesday of each month). 
Nags Head, Station Road, Glenfield, LE3 8BQ 

17 Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am.  

19 Tues 
Notts Area Meet. 3rd Tuesday of the month. Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1 Watnall 

Road (B6009), Hucknall Meetings resume April 2018 


