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VSOC   CENTRE 9 – EAST MIDLANDS – JUNE 2014 
OWNERS OF: VIRAGO, DRAGSTAR, ROYAL STAR, VENTURE STAR, MIDNIGHT STAR, WARRIOR, RAIDER & STRATOLINER 

(OWNERS OF OTHER CUSTOM BIKES WELCOME AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS) 
 

A busy month for events 

May was a great month with loads going on for the club….  Kings Lynn Camping, Gathering of the 

Clans, BMF and the Tonna Rally to name a few.  Thanks again to Laurie and Alex for oganising the 

camping in Kings Lynn, we had a great turnout and some good weather in which we enjoyed a 

rideout to the Tank Museum at Muckleburgh.  

The Gathering saw 37 bikes make the run from Gunthorpe to the Motorcycle Musuem and Old Dalby – Thanks to 

Chris for planning the route (and replanning it to avoid the cycle event going on at the same time).   

This year’s BMF show was well attended by a good number of VSOC members and a quite a few Lost Riders.  There 

was a interesting collection of Stars, which included a trike and two dragstar bobbers.  There was also a really smart 

VMAX entered into the custom show as well.  (see all the pics later in this edition). Bald Eagle John has knidly sent in 

a report for the Tonna Rally…. Again later in this fun packed edition! 

Talking of interesting bikes… Yamaha have teamed up with Italian Motorcycle Magazine, Lowride to build a special 

using an VX950 (Bolt) that celebrates the half-faired FZ750 sports bike of the 1980’s. I guess the Bolt is living up to 

Yamaha’s promise of being a great “blank canvass” for many styles of projects. 

Thanks to all for their pics and articles this month, helping with this bumper issue!    

Ride Safe - Tinker Steve 

 

 



Kings Lynn Camping 
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Gathering of the Clans 

 

  



BMF Peterborough 

 

     

   

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ram a Lambo’s Ding Dong Rally  

A few hard core Lost Riders ventured into deepest, 

darkest, Wales for the Centre 7 Rally. The weather 

could have been kinder to us but even so, many came 

on their bikes. Helen and I decided to wimp out and 

took the car instead. We were fortunate enough to 

pitch and take down the tent with no rain. This was no 

mean task. 

As the official rideout was cancelled (due to rain) we 

decided to take the car to the Gold Mines at 

Dolaucothi. This had been a mining site since Roman 

times but most mining was done in the Victorian and 

early Georgian times. It was the only gold mine in South 

Wales. Now owned by the National Trust it is now a 

World Heritage Site.  Yours truly tried his hand at 

panning for gold and amongst lots of Iron Pyrites (fool’s 

gold) actually found one small flake of real gold. Worth 

about 10p, it took almost an hour to pan it! It is a great place to take the kids. Lots of “hands on” exhibits and two 

trails showing how gold was mined there in the past. 

The food at Tonna Rugby Club was good. A Burger Van was there serving until the early hours. Full Welsh Breakfast 

and Biker’s Evening Meals were available in the Clubhouse. On Saturday we went into the town and ate at the local 

pub. Although the food took some time to arrive (VSOC members had overwhelmed them) the food was excellent. If 

you decide to go in the future you should book early to ensure a table.  

Sunday brought more rain (at least the tent kept dry) but not to be deterred we spent the day further round the 

coast at Tenby. Here the weather was sunny spells with the very occasional light shower. When we returned to 

Tonna it was still raining and had been all day. Well this is par for the course and as past experience shows always 

take wet weather gear to Wales.Monday brought a brief respite from the rain and many chose to pack away early 

and get going.         Overall the rally was good.       It was nice to meet old friends and catch up. 

Bald Eagle   

 



International Rally Here We Come 

 

Nearly there then…..  Hope you are all ready to go, perhaps excited and a little nervous in equal measures. 

You should by now have called your insurance companies and let them know you are going. This gives them a chance 

to sell you some pet insurance or something else you don't want.      Remember your light bulbs, documents, 

England flags, passports, partners etc. 

 

I have asked John to put our travel itinerary on the Web site, you should be able to download it and get your own 

copy. I have made Most of the rest stops at a McDonald's, so we can get a drink, food and a wee. 

Thanks to Chris Healey we have a meal together to start our adventures, thanks to Harry Thompson we have our 

tents sorted for us. And thanks to Rod Brown, we have a meal stop at the port before coming home. 

If you have a Sat nav and it's connected to your computer, download tyre to travel, and you can have my route on 

your device.  

 

It's going to be a great trip.  This doesn't happen to us every year, so be prepared to have a good time, take loads of 

pictures, and above all, remember that when we are lost, it was the voices made me do it.  

 

See you at the Limes café 

 

Terry 

 

LINCS LYRICALS 

 This past month has been a busy one for myself and everyone in Lincolnshire which is 

great as it shows that the motorbike season has truly kicked off. 

King's Lynn         To start with around 30 members joined us at the King's Lynn camping 

weekend which I believe was a fantastic weekend.  I didn't go down until Saturday 

morning but was quickly told how cold it was overnight on Friday!  The days were brilliant 

sunshine and warmed up nicely but unfortunately the temperatures quickly plummeted in 

the evenings.   Laurie kindly arranged routes for two rideouts over the weekend.  On Saturday we took a leisurely 

ride along country roads and a part of the Norfolk coast to the Muckleborough Tank Collection.  A great place which 

is well worth visiting if you have an interest in military history.  It's not just tanks that they have there! 

Sunday saw us taking more country roads to Hunstanton where we met up with others who had taken the car over.  

We decided to grab some chips, an ice cream for dessert and enjoy them whilst lying out in the sun on the grass 

bank enjoying the live music from a good singer on the bandstand.  Another great day out and one which I think was 

thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Many thanks to everyone who supported us that weekend and special thanks to Laurie for the rideouts and 

organisation of the campsite.  Already considering the possibilities of doing it again next year. 

The Gathering of the Clans             Less than a week after the King's Lynn camping weekend and we were back on the 

bikes on the Sunday ready to ride over to the annual Gathering of the Clans.  We started off by picking up Jim on our 

way through Lincoln before riding to The Friendly Farmer in Newark for a quick stop.  From there it was on to pick up 

Andy at Bingham before making our way to Gunthorpe Bridge.  A quick catch up with friends and then on to Old 

Dalby Motorcycle Museum.  What started out as looking like it could be a dry ride quickly turned into dark clouds 

and heavy rain!  Still, a lovely day out even if it did mean we got a little wet at times. 

BMF May show, Peterborough             Only another week between yet another motorcycling event saw Mum, Dad, 

Steve, Cath and myself heading to Peterborough Showground to help out Micky Sulston with his first BMF show as 

Events Officer.  A great weekend was had by all and it was great to meet friends old and new from Centre 13 who 

attended the weekend and also those who came down for the day.  Had quite a bit of interest over the weekend 

which I think and hope will result in some new members joining the Club. 



A special mention goes to Dave who has rejoined Centre 9 after a short hiatus and Nik for coming down from up 

North for the day with Paul.  Just needed Daz there to have the old gang back together! 

Centre 7 - Welsh Rally            Since Mum and Dad had taken the day off to ride down to the rally in Tonna I was left 

to make my own way down after work.  Not a bad ride down and managed to avoid the worst of the wet stuff and 

traffic by stopping off for food at Leicester.  Arrived at the Rugby club about 22:30, emptied the bike and went for a 

couple of pints in the bar whilst listening to a fantastic band.  They could well and truly play and were very young!  

Definitely one group to look out for.  A nice relaxing Friday evening to end a week at work. 

Saturday morning and it turns out the weathermen were wrong about it being the odd shower.  It's started raining 

and doesn't stop all day so we decided to join our good friend Robin from Centre 3 and drive over to Penderyn 

Distillery.  Arrived there in the rain to be told that unfortunately all the tours were fully booked that day but they 

offered us a free taster for coming all that way which was a nice gesture.  On our way back we noticed some signs for 

the National Showcaves Centre for Wales and decided to take a detour to visit them.  Upon arriving it was straight to 

the restaurant for something to eat followed by a quick look around.  It was a shame that the admission prices into 

the caves was £13 each because it would have been pretty good to explored some of them.  After all this excitement 

we headed back to the rally site to once again enjoy the evening's entertainment until the early hours of the 

morning. 

Sunday arrives and it's still raining, beginning to get used to this Welsh weather!  Lots of people were starting to pack 

up, probably in part because of how wet the field was and the continuing rain but we had already made the decision 

to stay until the Monday.  A bit of water never hurt anyone!  Besides that the weathermen were predicting that it 

would be dry on Monday and I wasn't going to leave Wales without seeing at least half a day of sun.    So, like on 

Saturday, we decided to go out for the day with Robin.  Headed out to try and find Busters/M&P and ended up 

finding a large dealership for Harley Davidson.  Found Robin a new motorbike which had every gadget going under 

the sun.  Walked through that shop after seeing the prices and found M&P in the back.  Huge premises and a great 

place to go out for a ride as there was a cafe there too.  Stocked up on a few bits before deciding to head out to The 

Mumbles following a recommendation from Phil.  Actually managed to find some sun here although it didn't last too 

long, just enough for us to stay dry so we could see the pier and find a nice cafe to grab a coffee in.  One warning 

about The Mumbles; if you're looking for a proper fish and chip takeaway then you'll be looking for a while, we could 

only find the one!  On to the Italian ice cream bar for some dessert which was lovely, even if it was still raining. 

Headed back to the rally site for another evening of entertainment, beer and conversation although not as late as 

the previous nights!      Monday arrived and it was time to pack up and head home.  Managed to get out of Wales in 

the dry with mostly dry gear.  It did rain on the way back but I guess it would at some point in England! 

I think a thoroughly enjoyable weekend was had by all.  I know I had a great time.  Not a huge turnout in terms of 

numbers with only 13 Lost Riders there but the weather meant that with most people inside then a lot more 

members attending could have been a little too cosy.  Still, if you didn't make it then you missed a good one! 

Well, I think May has certainly started the biking season off.  An entire month where at least one day of every 

weekend I was around motorbikes!  Good times and great memories.  Fingers crossed this sudden wet snap 

disappears so that we can start to enjoy some proper weather again, roll on the summer. 

Looking forward to the next few months and June is already looking like another busy biking month.  Holiday in 

Germany on the bike with the International rally in between and then in July where we'll be having our Lincolnshire 

ride out on the 13th July.  Details to be confirmed shortly but I will endeavour to get these on the website, Facebook 

and emails soon as I've finalised things. 

Stay safe out there and see you on the road soon. 

Alexander Bridgwood 

Lincolnshire Rep 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 RALLIES & PARTIES 

VSOC International Rally, Germany     13 - 15 June 

Thames Valley – Centre 12      27 - 29 June 

Solent Rally – Centre 16, Headley GU35 8TE    25 - 27 July  

Fourgasm IV – Centre 4, North Shields NE30 2BE   22 - 25 Aug 

 

 

 



 

LOST RIDERS JUNE 2014 EVENTS 

1st Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am.  Contact: Rick 07828 801009 

 

3rd 

 

Tues 

Centre Meet (1
st
 Tuesday of month - The Park Yacht Inn, Trent Lane South, Colwick, 

Nottingham NG2 4DS – from 7.30pm. Contact  - Chris 07739 913807 

onelostrider@yahoo.co.uk 

9th Mon 
Derby Meet. (2

nd
 Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, 

Chesterfield. S44 5JG. Off M1 J29  Contact: Rick 07828 801009 

10th Tues 

Lincolnshire Meet (2
nd

 Tuesday of month) 

The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 

Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 

11th Wed 

Leicester / Northants Meet. (2
nd

 Wednesday of each month). 

Nags Head, Station Road, Glenfield, LE3 8BQ 

Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail leonebrowne1@live.co.uk 

15th Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am.  Contact: Rick 07828 801009 

17th Tues 

Notts. Area Meet. 3
rd

 Tuesday of the month. Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1 Watnall 

Road (B6009), Hucknall (0115 964 23800) Contact Chris 07739 913 807 or Jim 07867 868 

582 

22nd Sun 

Notts. Breakfast Meet (4
th

 Sunday of month). McDonalds, Sir John Robinson Way, OFF 

A60 Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold (Retail park opposite Sainsbury). From Nottingham 

turn right at CMC follow and Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. From 10.30, 

food and or a ride-out. Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 



 

 

LOST RIDERS JULY 2014 EVENTS 

 

1st 

 

Tues 

Centre Meet (1
st
 Tuesday of month) - The Park Yacht Inn, Trent Lane South, Colwick, 

Nottingham NG2 4DS – from 7.30pm. Contact  - Chris 07739 913807 

onelostrider@yahoo.co.uk 

6th Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am.  Contact: Rick 07828 801009 

8th Tues 

Lincolnshire Meet (2
nd

 Tuesday of month) 

The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 

Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 

9th Wed 

Leicester / Northants Meet. (2
nd

 Wednesday of each month). 

Nags Head, Station Road, Glenfield, LE3 8BQ 

Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail leonebrowne1@live.co.uk 

14th Mon 
Derby Meet. (2

nd
 Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, 

Chesterfield. S44 5JG. Off M1 J29  Contact: Rick 07828 801009 

15th Tues 

Notts. Area Meet. 3
rd

 Tuesday of the month. Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1 Watnall 

Road (B6009), Hucknall (0115 964 23800) Contact Chris 07739 913 807 or Jim 07867 

868 582 

20th Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am.  Contact: Rick 07828 801009 

27th Sun 

Notts. Breakfast Meet (4
th

 Sunday of month). McDonalds, Sir John Robinson Way, OFF 

A60 Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold. From Nottingham turn right at CMC follow and 

Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. From 10.30, food and or a ride-out. 

Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 


