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VIRAGO STAR OWNERS CLUB

Centre 9 Rep.
 ‘E J’
01529 414671
07872 075851 
ej.darlington@googlemail.com

Deputy Centre Rep.& Lincs. 
Trevor Bridgwood
01522 750395
trac5641@yahoo.co.uk

Derbys. 
Malc Newton  
01246 475704
07747 187414
bloodymalc@hotmail.com

Leicestershire & Northants 
Pete Brown
0116 291 6809 
leonebrown@btinternet.com 

Notts. 
Paul Caine 
0115 953 4073 
07765 628 629 
p.caine@ntlworld.com

Facebook Coordinator
Mike Godwin 
01246 276754
07853 733252
mikegodwin@ntlworld.com

Newsletter Editor
Keith Mason
01246 236123
07986 091109 
rumblingstar@aol.com

LOST RIDERS CONTACTS

April 2009

www.lostriders.co.uk

www.vsoc.org.uk

Centre 9  East & North Midlands

Treasurer 
Tessa Lunn
0115 930 5633
tessa.lunn@sky.com

Webmaster
Terry Warren  
0115 854 5475
07853 235400
billio51@hotmail.com

LOST RIDERS BID FINAL FAREWELL TO BOB OGLE

DON’T FORGET  
RED MARLY  
HILL CLIMB

Monday 13th April 
(Easter Monday) 

 
Ride-out: depart 9.00am  
Clay Cross Powersports

John Bell will have addtional 
pickup at Leicester Forest 

East (Southbound) at  
10.00 sharp

john.bell@gmx.co.uk

Bob Ogle was a talented woodcarver - here is his carving of the  
<<  Last Supper

(Below) There was a good turn-out of Lost Riders to accompany Bob 
on his last ride....
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Wot’s On CENTRE 9 MAIN MEETING - 
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
The Unicorn Hotel, Gunthorpe Bridge, Trentside, Gunthorpe,
Notts., NG14 7FB - tel: 01159 663612/01159 664801

DERBYSHIRE  1st Sunday of the Month Meeting -  
Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am. Coffee and a chat; 
possible ride-out.
2nd Monday of Month Meeting - THE ARKWRIGHT ARMS, 
Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5JG 
Tel:  (01246) 232053 (just off J29 of M1). Includes free food 
such as chip butties with home-made chips.
PLEASE NOTE - THE CHIP BUTTIES ARE STILL ON FOR 
MONDAY 13TH APRIL AT THE ARKWRIGHT, BUT THERE 
ARE NO MAIN MEALS AVAILABLE IN THE AFTERNOON OR 
EVENING, AS THIS IS EASTER MONDAY.

Third Sunday of the Month Fettle/Ride-Out  
starting from Clay Cross Powersports from 10.00 am.  

LEICESTERSHIRE / NORTHANTS - NOTE: NEW VENUE
Forge Inn, Main Street, Glenfield, Leicester LE3 8DG
2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE
Trev & Rachels’s or Castle Inn, CONINGSBY 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 8 pm   
ALSO  2nd Sunday’s - various locations!

NOTTS
The Grey Goose Gedling - 3rd Tuesday of the month from 
7.30pm. Breakfast meeting 4th Sunday of month at 10-30am, 
in the MacDonalds on the Nottingham ring road near Basford. 

MEETING DATES & VENUES

2009
Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th April
Centre 6 (Northstars) Present -
Jumpstart 2009 -Golborne Parkside Social &
Community Club, Rivington Avenue,
Golborne, WA3 3HG.   pre book only, so get em’ 
quick. Tickets £7. Send s.a.e. to Jo Smith, 19 Pedder 
Street, Heaton, Bolton, BL1 4JX.  Tel. 01204-846208

Sunday 5th April 
Bottesford Egg Run - leaving the Red Lion pub in the 
centre of Bottesford at 11am.
There will be a ride in leaving The Unicorn Hotel, our 
Centre meeting place, Gunthorpe bridge, at 10am.
There is also another Egg run from the Forest Recrea-
tion site, going to Mansfield, start time 10am, if you 
fancy it, best get there 9-30am.

Sunday 5th April
First Sunday of the Month Derbyshire Breakfast Meet 
at Clay Cross Powersports.

Tuesday 7th April 
Yes folks, it is the BIG one, the Centre 9 Lost Riders 
AGM, 7-30pm, Tuesday night, at The Unicorn Hotel, 
Gunthorpe Bridge.  ALL WELCOME - come to this one 
even if you’ve never been to a Lost Riders meeting 
or a VSOC rally (and we know there are quite a lot of 
you who don’t come to events!) - Go on, live danger-
ously, come to the A.G.M. We are all bonkers, mad as 
hatters and complete loons; but very, very nice people 
and we will make you welcome!

Tuesday 12th April
North East Links MAG have an Easter Egg run on 
12th April at 10am from the Kingsway Kiosk (op-
posite the Old Wintergardens if that’s any help), 
Cleethorpes, riding through the great metropolis 
of Cleethropes to the St Andrews Chidrens Hos-
pice. Please bring easter eggs or make a donation.

Monday 13th April 
(Easter Monday) 
Red Marley, Hill Climb, Kidderminster 
Ride-out: depart Clay Cross Powersports 9.00am

Sunday 19th April - The Gathering of The Clans 
Starting at Unicorn, Gunthorpe.  Lincolnshire ride in 
from Cherry Tree Café. 

Sunday 19th April
North East Links MAG “Grand Day Out” from the 
Kingsway Kiosk (opposite the Old Wintergardens 
if that’s any help), Cleethorpes.

If you have views on any matters, or would like to contribute 
a letter, article, joke, or puzzle for the newsletter, please 
don’t hesitate to email me at: rumblingstar@aol.com  
Gothic Keith

Sunday 19th April
Normally 3rd Sunday of the month Derbyshire Breakfast 
Meeting/RideOut, Clay Cross Powersports from 10.00 
am - but as this is also - The Gathering of The Clans-
Starting at Unicorn, Gunthorpe.  Lincolnshire ride in from 
Cherry Tree Café; Derbyshire group need to meet at 9.00 
pm at Clay Cross Powersports from 10.00 for anyone who 
wants to ride to Gunthorpe together.

Friday 24th to Sunday 26th April
Southern Snakes - 5th Start of Season Rally -
Holland.  
More information at www.southern-snakes.com 

Friday 1st - Monday 4th May
VSOC Centre 2 Ireland Rally
Location: Raceview Road, Ballymena, BT43 7GX, 
Northern Ireland, U.K.   Is anyone else from Centre 9 
going to this?  If so can you let me know - Gothic Keith 
Jane and I are definitely going to be there please email 
me at rumblingstar@aol.com

Wed 06 May 09 Horncastle Bike Night. 
 (Black Swan)

Sat. 16 - Sun. 17th May
BMF Show - East Of England Show Ground
(cont. on page 6...)
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FROM ‘AH BIG TEL’
The past month has been both good and sad. Sadness at the funeral of our friend Bob 

Ogle, who a large number of us shared the final ride with.
And happy as many good things also happened last month.
The Leicester meet, was a real success, lots of members enjoying a good night out.
The first Nottingham Sunday breakfast meet, even on Mothers day we were well sup-

ported.
And the Charity night in Loughborough, another fun night out.

This month will again be packed with things to do, so get out there, it’s nearly summer.

Lots of biking weather about over the last week, hope you all managed at least a few happy carefree 
miles.
This week it is the Jump Start party, full details on the Lost Riders web site, hopefully lots of Lost Riders 
will be there and having a good time.
I am going for the Saturday night, and will be leading a ride in to the party, leaving the White Lion pub, 
Sandiacre, at 12pm Saturday dinner, be there if you want company on the way up.
If you are not going, and fancy a Sunday morning breakfast meet, it is the 1st Sunday of the month, so 
make sure you are at Clay Cross Powersports, be there well before 10am, you never know, a rideout to 
one of the Easter Egg runs may well be in the planning?
Our most regular run is the Bottesford Egg run, leaving the Red Lion pub in the centre of Bottesford at 
11am.
There will be a ride in leaving The Unicorn Hotel, our Centre meeting place, Gunthorpe bridge, at 10am.
There is also another Egg run from the Forest Recreation site, going to Mansfield, start time 10am, if you 
fancy it, best get there 9-30am.
The folks, it is the BIG one, the AGM, 7-30pm, Tuesday night, at The Unicorn Hotel, Gunthorpe Bridge.
I really hope to see you there, I am nervous as hell about standing for Centre Rep, and need your support, 
together we can make this club a truly great place to be, so lets start Tuesday.
Ride Safe People,

Terry
   Centre 9 Webmaster
   billio51@hotmail.com

Hello There,
As Terry says above, we had to 

say good bye to Bob (Ogle) in March, 
and accompany him on his final ride.  
It was a sad occasion but also rather 

moving and wonderful to see so many  bikes and Lost Rider members, and so many of Bob’s 
friends and family at the funeral and at the wake.  If you haven’t seen the YouTube video of Bob’s 
funeral yet, do have a look at it:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yE7HsSlSAr4

(The soundtrack features ‘Born To Be Wild’; ‘Mustang Sally’; and ‘Lady in Red’).

Also check out the Memorial Page for Bob on the Lost Riders website:

http://www.lostriders.co.uk/memorial/memorial_bob_ogle.html

Don’t forget to come to the April AGM - first Tuesday of this month at the Unicorn, Gunthorpe Bridge (even if you 
don’t normally come to Gunthorpe, this is one to make the effort to attend) - come and support Big Terry, who is 
very bravely standing for the Big Job of Centre Rep - you’ll do fine, big Tel!.  The future of the Lost Riders is in 
your hands, and this is your chance to have your say.

Gothic Keith Newsletter Editor
rumblingstar@aol.com
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This is the last article 
before our AGM.

We are going to have 
a glorious summer.  
Thank you to all the 
Centre members who have supported 

me and my more unusual activities over the 
past years –  if you elect me as Deputy  
I hope you will show even more support for 
future activities.
   Regards,

    Trev

Well, this will be my final piece for the newsletter as Centre Rep and I would like to 
thank everyone who has helped me over the past year as I would not have been able 
to do the job without them.  As I said when I stood for the job that I would only do it 
until someone better came a long, and in my opinion someone better has come along.  
Terry will make an excellent Centre Rep, I hope you give him as much support as 
you have given me.  Do not fear though, I will not be disappearing off the face of the 
earth, instead I am taking over doing the Website and I hope that you will continue 
to support me in that endeavour the same way you have supported Terry over the 
years.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Gathering of the Clans; the route has 
been planned out and tested and I hope everyone enjoys it.  We will be leaving the Unicorn at Gunthorpe 
Bridge at midday on the 19th April (the Sunday after Easter) and the route will be approximately 35 miles 
through some of Nottinghamshire’s and Lincolnshire’s beautiful scenery and villages.  It will not be a fast 
ride and will finish at a cafe.  It was supposed to finish at the bubble car museum, but unfortunately I got 
home today to an answer phone message letting me know that their renovations were taking longer than 
they expected and could we possibly postpone the ride out.  As this is not an option, I will arrange a ride 
out to the bubble car museum at a later date so that no one misses out.  Now all we have to do is keep our 
fingers crossed for some good weather!!!
Ride safe
EJ Thanks EJ  from all the Lost riders...

Hi everyone, hope you 
are all fit and well. Sorry 
for not adding ‘my bit’ to 
the newsletter for the last 
couple of issues. As you 
read this our AGM will 
be taking place and for 
me it’s the end of being 
the Derbyshire Rep. I 
would like to thank all 
my supporters over the 
last 8 years for their  . . . . 
. .support. Anyway, the 
Centre’s destiny is in your 
hands, please don’t sit back and leave it to someone else. 
Ken said to me the other day ‘the devil does his work be-
cause good men do nothing’ ; and it’s true. Don’t be guilty 
of doing nothing.
You will have read about the loss of one of our members 
Bob Ogle, ok the name may not mean much to you, but if 
you have ever met him, you will remember him. Bob and 
his wife Maureen have been staunch members of Centre 
9 for several years, and his passing is a huge loss forevery-
one. 
Our thoughts as always at this sad time are with his family 
and friends, he will always be with us.
Ride safe and be happy.

Malc
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WANT A ROCKIN’ WEEKEND?  – READ ON
Every year there are two bike weekends at Butlins Skeg-
ness organised by MCN. This year we are going to have 
our own Lost Riders party as part of the October weekend. 
Starting Friday 2nd. Cost to be confirmed but will be just 
over £100 – this can include all meals plus you get several 
live bands every night, manufacturers stands with new 
bikes, stunt shows plus the usual stands you see at the big 
rallies etc. 
There are already a good number of people interested. The 
plan is to collate the numbers then agree requirements and 
plan to share accommodation to keep costs down. Some 
people are planning to stop for three nights, others just for 
Friday and Saturday, returning to work Monday.
You don’t have to be members to come as long as you enjoy 
partying!
Contact Terry with your thoughts and we will keep you 
informed of plans and pricing. Don’t miss out on what will 
be a great weekend!!

Jim Salmon

You can contact Big Terry as follows:
Terry Warren  
0115 854 5475
07853 235400
billio51@hotmail.com

Hello Folks
 
Our neighbours at North East Links MAG have 
an Easter Egg run on 12th April at 10am from the 
Kingsway Kiosk (opposite the Old Wintergardens 
if that's any help), Cleethorpes, riding through the 
great metropolis of Cleethropes to the St Andrews 
Chidrens Hospice. Please bring easter eggs or 
make a donation.
 
In addition they have a "Grand Day Out" on Sun-
day 19th April at the very same Kingsway Kiosk. 
This appears to be just an excuse to get together at 
any time during the day and eat fish and chips and 
ice cream at this beach side cafe.
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Paul’s ponderings (Notts)

Just got in from attending Bob Ogle’s funeral.  This is 
of course a very sad time and emphasizes the strong 
bond of the Lost Riders when so many turned out on 
a week/work day to join Bob on his last ride.  He was 
‘one of the best’ and understandably a very popular 
person.  Our condolences go out to Maureen and his 
family.

Thanks to those who ‘blew the cobwebs off’ by joining 
John’s Willingham Woods ride. I am told that it was 
‘fairly’ dry (for early March) and we seem to have had 
some very good biking weather ever since. My bike 
has been serviced and MOT’d so no excuses now !  
The first Notts. (4th Sunday) meeting at McDonalds 
Basford was a great success.  We ‘took over’ McD’s 
for an hour for elevenses and then, following a vote in 
the carpark (one vote per person, only full members 
with a qualifying bike, being a 1998 Yamaha Virago 
XV1100, Reg No. R344……, “Unanimous, it’s the Barge 
then ….. !”), we headed for the Barge at Newark.  More 
hot drinks and then weaved through Southwell and 
home.  Great turnout, dry and sunny – hopefully a 
sign of things to come?  Thanks to Terry, Jim and 
Chris for organizing. 

The Grey Goose meeting is still going very well with 
a good turn out, good atmosphere and chip butt-
ies.  Clocks will have changed by the time this goes 
to press so I’m hoping for dry 
evenings to ride the bike into 
the ‘Goose’ and the Unicorn; 
don’t you hate ‘fair weather’ bik-
ers (like me!).  As you know, I’m 
‘standing down’ so it will be my 
handover at the next one follow-
ing the Lost Rider’s AGM on 7th 
April at the Unicorn.  Lynn (Chip 
Lady) and I (Interferer) will be 
very happy to provide the new 
Notts. County Rep. with support 
through the Summer if needed.  Don’t forget to let E.J. 
have your name if you fancy the job.

Quite a few of us are going to the Jumpstart on 3rd to 
5th April which unfortunately clashes with both the 
Bottesford and Nottingham Egg Runs (Sunday 5th 
April).  Jumpstart still had a few tickets left last week-
end so if you are really quick ………

Don’t forget the ride in to the Kidderminster Hill Climb 
on Easter Monday (10th April) and of course the 
‘Clans’ on 18th.  The 1st and 2nd May will see a few of 
us joining Malc’s Derby team at the rescheduled Clas-
sic Jap Show at Donington Park so come along and 
start buying this years ‘essential’ chrome extras.

Lynn and me have now got our tickets for Jumpstart, 
VSOC International, Scrumpies Party and West Mid-
lands Rally but don’t let that put you off..!  Come and 
join us.  This Summer is getting fully booked up, I’m 
pleased to say !
   Paul (Notts. Rep)

Friday 22nd - Sunday 24th May
2nd Belgian/Dutch Virago & Star Club Rally

More information at www.viragoclub.com

Friday 29th - Sunday 31st May 2009
7th Treffen 2009 Rally - Holland
See - http://www.wildstarfan.nl/Treffen/2009.htm
or http://www.vsoc.org.uk/index2.html

Friday 12th to Sunday 14th June 2009
VSOC International Rally - C16 Solent
Download the flyer: 
http://www.vsoc.org.uk/vsoc_rallies/vsoc_ra
lies2009/Int_Rally_2009_flyer.jpg

Sun 14 Jun 09 Lincoln Big Bike Fest – We usually 
have a stand here but Trev & Rachel will be at the 
International Rally.  If anybody is interested in running 
a stand contact Trev ASAP.

Friday 19th - Sun. 21st June (provisional)
Cottesmore Camping Weekend. Cost per tent per 
night £6. Tdo breakfast if needed but they would like t
Friday 26 - Sat. 27th June  Centre 8 Rally

Friday 3rd - Sunday 5th July
VSOC Centre 8 - West Midlands Alouettes Rally

Thu 02 Jul 09 Boston Bike Night.

Friday 17th - Sunday 19th July
Wedding of Terry and Sue
Doncaster Rugby Club, Castle Park, Armthorpe. DN2
5QB - FREE Do Again From The Yorkies
Bands, Hog Roast, Disco, Fancy dress. Friday night 
is Stag & Hen Night. Saturday is the Wedding. All 
Welcome, please let Terry know you are coming.
Download the flyier: http://www.vsoc.org.uk/vsoc
_rallies/vsoc_rallies2009/Terry_Sue_wedding_flier
.pdf

Friday 24th - Sunday 26th July
VSOC Centre14 Cockney Rejects Rally - Esher
Rugby Club, 369 Molesey Road, Hersham,
Surrey KT12 3PF 

Friday 31st July to Sun. 2nd August 2009 
Scrumpies Summer Party - Court Farm Country Park, 
Wolvershill Road, Banwell, Somerset BS29 6DL
Disco, Band, Food available on site. Ticket prices £8. 
Guests by arrangement only via Centre Rep. Due to 
other events taking place at the Venue no arrival on 
site until 12pm on 31/07/2009 and Venue must be 
cleared by 3pm on 02/08/2009

Friday 28 August - Monday 31st August
VSOC Centre 6 - North Stars Rally
(more info. to follow.)

Paul with recent vistor 
to the Grey Goose
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Makes you think doesn't 
it......? 
If the global crisis continues 
at the present rate, 
by the end of this year only 
two banks will 
be left operational ...  
the Blood Bank and the 
Sperm Bank! 
And before you know it, 
these two will merge, 
and the whole place will be 
full of of bloody wankers!

Barbara Walters, of Television's 20/20, did a story on gender 
roles in Kabul, Afghanistan, several years before the Afghan 
conflict. She noted that women customarily walked five paces 
behind their husbands.

She recently returned to Kabul and observed that women 
still walk behind their husbands. From Ms. Walters' vantage 
point, despite the overthrow of the oppressive Taliban re-
gime, the women now seem to walk even further back behind 
their husbands, and are happy to maintain the old custom.

Ms.. Walters approached one of the Afghani women and 
asked, 'Why do you now seem happy with an old custom that 
you once tried so desperately to change?'
The woman looked Miss Walters straight in the eyes, and 
without hesitation  said, 'Land Mines.'
Moral of the story is (no matter what language you speak 
and where you go):

BEHIND EVERY MAN, THERE'S A SMART WOMAN 

LOST RIDERS BID 
FINAL FAREWELL TO 

BOB OGLE
(cont...)

At last peace for you, Bob my old friend. It was a long 
and painful fight, we will miss you.
I feel safer on the road now, with you as my outrider.  
Ride safe, Ride Free
   Terry & Jane 

We first met Bob on a Derbyshire Rideout in our very early days in the club,
9 years ago and he talked to us straight away as if we were old friends. 
We particularly remember the “Last of the Summer Wine” ride to Holmfirth,
where we first got to know him better, from talking as we walked around the famous village and then had a meal 
at Sid’s Café. 
I have a very clear and lasting memory of following Bob’s bike in convoy,
with its ‘Indian’ theme and of Bob in his cut off denim jacket. 
He created an image of a laidback and unassuming biker,
enjoying the countryside, and the friendship,
of like minded people which was just how I wanted to be.
He made you feel totally at ease and “one of the gang”. 
He is sadly missed and remembered with great affection.

Lynn and Paul Caine (Notts Rep)
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Virago Star Owners Club 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 1st April 2009- 31st March 2010 

PERSONAL DETAILS

 Name: 

 Address: 

  Postcode:

 Telephone No: _________________________   Membership No: ________________________

 Email address: _______________________________________________________________

BIKE DETAILS

 Model:   Year: Reg:

 Colour:   Chassis No:

 Datatag:   Engine No:

Please indicate to which VSOC Centre you would like your renewal details sent (one only please).  

Centres 1 & 2 - SCOTLAND/IRELAND 

Centre 3 - STAFFORDSHIRE 
Including Cheshire & surrounding areas 

Centre 4 - NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM 

Centre 5 - YORKSHIRE & HUMBERSIDE 

Centre 6 - NORTHWEST & CUMBRIA
including Lancashire & Isle of Man 

Centre 7 - WALES 

Centre 8 - WEST MIDLANDS 

Centre 9 - EAST MIDLANDS 
Including Lincolnshire 

Centre10 - EAST ANGLIA 
(Norfolk, Suffolk & Cambridgeshire) 

Centre 11 - HOME COUNTIES 
(Bedfordshire & Buckinghamshire) 

Centre 12 - THAMES VALLEY 
(Berkshire & Oxfordshire) 

Centre 13 - NORTH LONDON & surrounding areas 

Centre 14 - SOUTH LONDON & SURREY

Centre 15 - KENT & EAST SUSSEX

Centre 16 - SOLENT (Hampshire & West Sussex) 

Centre 17 - SOUTHWEST
(Somerset, Dorset, Gloucestershire & Wiltshire) 

Centre 18 - DEVON & CORNWALL 

Centre 19 - ESSEX 

Centre 20 - OFF SHORE 

PLEASE RENEW BY 30th APRIL 2009 AS AFTER THIS DATE A REJOINING FEE OF £5.00 WILL BE CHARGED

Subscription for year ending 31st March 2010 remains at£17.50
Please make cheques payable to the VIRAGO STAR OWNERS CLUB and send to:- 

MALCOLM BLAND (Membership Secretary) 
103a Hunsworth Lane, Hunsworth, Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire BD19 4DP

Remember that you do not have to leave the VSOC if choose to sell your Virago, Drag Star or Royal Star. 
ONCE A MEMBER, ALWAYS A MEMBER! 


