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Derbys, Notts, Lincs, Leics, Northants, Rutland

VIRAGO STAR OWNERS CLUB

Centre 9 Rep.
 ‘E J’
30 Mareham Lane
Sleaford
Lincs.
NG34 7FR
01529 414671
07872 075851 
darlingtone@aol.com

Deputy Centre Rep.& Lincs. 
Trevor Bridgwood
01522 750395
trac5641@yahoo.co.uk

Derbys. 
Malc Newton  
01246 475704
07747 187414
bloodymalc@hotmail.com 

Leics. & Northants. Contact
Pete Brown
0116 291 6809 
leonebrown@btinternet.com

Notts. 
Paul McCain 
0115 953 4073 
07765 628 629 
p.caine@ntlworld.com

Facebook Coordinator
Mike Godwin 
01246 276754
07853 733252
mikegodwin@ntlworld.com

Newsletter Editor
Keith Mason
01246 236123
07986 091109 
rumblingstar@aol.com

Treasurer 
Tessa Lunn
0115 930 5633
tessa.lunn@sky.com

Webmaster
Terry Warren  
0115 854 5475
07853 235400
billio51@hotmail.com

LOST RIDERS CONTACTS

February 2009

www.lostriders.co.uk

www.vsoc.org.uk

FUTURE OF VSOC  SPECIAL ISSUE
Centre 9  East & North Midlands

<< Visit Paul Burdass's Web Site
10% Discount to All Members 
www.fatskeleton.co.uk

Paul McCain & Paul Burdass at the Springfield Bike Show

SPRINGFIELD 
KICKS OFF 2009

RED MARLY HILL CLIMB

Monday 13th April 
(Easter Monday) 

 
Ride-out: depart 9.00am  
Clay Cross Powersports

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 
NOTTS. XMAS PARTY PIX

SEE PAGE 6
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Wot’s On
CENTRE 9 MAIN MEETING - 
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
The Unicorn Hotel, Gunthorpe Bridge, Trentside, Gunthorpe,
Notts., NG14 7FB - tel: 01159 663612/01159 664801

DERBYSHIRE  1st Sunday of the Month Meeting -  
Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am. Coffee and a chat; 
possible ride-out.
2nd Monday of Month Meeting - THE ARKWRIGHT ARMS, 
Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5JG 
Tel:  (01246) 232053 (just off J29 of M1). Includes free food 
such as chip butties with home-made chips.
Third Sunday of the Month Fettle/Ride-Out  
starting from Clay Cross Powersports from 10.00 am.  

LEICESTERSHIRE / NORTHANTS
The Tavern Inn
WALCOTE,  
Nr Lutterworth
1 minute from J20 M1
2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE
Trev & Rachels’s or Castle Inn, CONINGSBY 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 8 pm   
ALSO  2nd Sunday’s - various locations!

NOTTS
The Grey Goose Gedling (now greatly improved) 
3rd Tuesday of the month.

MEETING DATES & VENUES

2009
Tuesday 3rd February
Centre meet at the Unicorn, Gunthorpe Bridge, 
7-30pm start.
 
Wednesday 4th February
The 1st Weds of the month, so it is quiz time up at 
Barlborough.B and M Honda Ltd
5 Midland Court, Midland Way
Barlborough, Derbyshire
S43 4UL
Located just off J30 of the M1.

Saturday 7th - Sun. 8th February
Donnington Classic Japanese Bike Show
Donnington Race Circuit

Sunday 8th March 
Big John will be running a ride out to Willingham 
Woods leaving Gunthorpe Bridge Café at 11 am. 
Should be at Willingham about midday.
   
Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th April
Centre 6 (Northstars) Present -
Jumpstart 2009 -Golborne Parkside Social &
Community Club, Rivington Avenue,
Golborne, WA3 3HG.  Camping available - NO 
CARAVANS. B&B available nearby.  Absolutely NO 
BIKES will be allowed on the pitch, assistance will be 
given with your equipment. Good food & cheap beer 
all weekend at reasonable prices. Showers available 
for a small charge. 250 ticket LIMIT pre book only, so 
get em’ quick. Tickets £7. Send s.a.e. to Jo Smith, 19 
Pedder Street, Heaton, Bolton, BL1 4JX.  Tel. 01204-
846208

Sunday 5th April
Bottesford Egg Run

Monday 13th April 
(Easter Monday) 
Red Marley, Hill Climb, Kidderminster 
Ride-out: depart Clay Cross Powersports 9.00am

Sunday 19th April - The Gathering of The Clans
More details as I get them.

Friday 24th to Sunday 26th April
Southern Snakes - 5th Start of Season Rally -
Holland.  
More information at www.southern-snakes.com 

Friday 1st - Monday 4th May
VSOC Centre 2 Ireland Rally
Location: Raceview Road, Ballymena, BT43 7GX, 
Northern Ireland, U.K. 

Sat. 16 - Sun. 17th May
BMF Show - East Of England Show Ground

Friday 22nd - Sunday 24th May
2nd Belgian/Dutch Virago & Star Club Rally
More information at www.viragoclub.com

Friday 29th - Sunday 31st May 2009
7th Treffen 2009 Rally - Holland
See - http://www.wildstarfan.nl/Treffen/2009.htm
or http://www.vsoc.org.uk/index2.html

Friday 12th to Sunday 14th June 2009
VSOC International Rally - C16 Solent
Download the flyer: 
http://www.vsoc.org.uk/vsoc_rallies/vsoc_ra
lies2009/Int_Rally_2009_flyer.jpg

Friday 19th - Sat. 20th June (provisional)

Please note: the opinions expressed in this publication are the contributors’ own and do not necessarily reflect the views of any person, liv-
ing or dead, or any zombie, vampire, wraith, or American President, or in fact any sentient being or fecker or inanimate object except the 
contributor...

If you have views on any matters, or would like to contribute a 
letter or an article for the newsletter, please don’t hesitate to email 
me at: rumblingstar@aol.com. x x x Gothic Keith
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LETTERS

FUTURE OF THE VSOC  
IS IN YOUR HANDS 

 - SOME VIEWS OF THE  
C9 MEMBERSHIP 

Hi Keith,

(Jim’s letter below was first published in Clatter.)
 
Before a decision can be made on the future of the club we 
need to know where we start from. How many members are 
there at present, of these how many have a qualifying bike? 
How many associates are there? What has been the change 
to these figures over the past two - three years? Comments 
have been made that the rallies are seeing too many non 
qualifying bikes. What are the numbers, which are associates 
which just friends? Take away these numbers from the rallies 
if they are high, how do they effect the finances, would the 
centre still make a profit? 
 
I believe it is important to have not just members of a club 
but active members who actually participate in events and 
support their local centre. There are those who receive news-
letters yet never actually attend or do anything, yet these 
same people can effect the outcome for those who are active. 
It is the active people who make the club what it is. 
 
Overall membership has been declining and we are asked 
to get new members to maintain and build the club for the 
future, if these are to be only those with a Star or Virago the 
opportunities to do this will be limited. I know we are the Vi-
ragoStar club but in the past members where wise enough to 
open the club from Virago only to incorporate the Star range 
as well. Had they stayed with Virago only what state would 
the club be in now?Before anyone starts to get agitated I am 
not proposing any change to being the ViragoStar club. 
 
I do believe it is the members who make a club not the bikes. 
Riders joined initially because they had a bike (Jim’s letter, 
cont. from p. 3) which gave them eligibility. In my case, even 
though I had a Star it was the style of bike i.e. custom, rather 
than the particular make that was the attraction. I believe 
this might be the case with others also. We custom riders 
seem to have a different view on how to enjoy the bikes 
versus others. It is not necessarily better, just different. When 
I joined there was a small number of associates, no one was 
deemed better or worse based on what they rode. All had a 
simple objective - to have fun riding and take advantage of 

each others company to make the experience even better.
 
Over time the Yamaha range has changed significantly 
with fewer bikes in our category and other brands have 
improved both quality and range of custom bikes avail-
able. Herein lies the problem.
 
The rules at present allow current members to remain so, 
no matter what they ride. What happens when the cur-
rent bike you ride is to be replaced and there is nothing 
in the Yamaha range that you like or is suitable for your 
needs. Would you buy a bike you don’t really want just to 
stay a member? I think not. Here I admit to changing my 
bike and finding nothing from Yamaha I bought a Honda 
VTX. The friends I have made within the club are second 
to none but I would not have bought a Yamaha just to 
remain in the club. Buying a bike can be very expensive, 
you want to enjoy what you spend your money on, not 
regret it every time you go out for a ride. On the reverse 
of this, do we know how many associates later bought a 
qualifying bike since joining?
 
I know that the suggestion on future changes would allow 
existing members to stay on current terms. Current as-
sociates (non-qualifying bikes) becoming full members - 
but does this not undermine the very reason why someone 
wants to change the current rules? One other comment 
is that if more members have non qualifying bikes we 
cease to become an owners club and would be frowned 
upon by other clubs. I don’t personally believe we will 
have a higher percentage of non qualifying bikes. Should 
it concern us what other clubs think?  We must do what 
we want - the only opinions that should matter are those 
of the members, not outsiders. We are supposed to be a 
biker club not a political party.
 
Remember we current members will grow old and stop 
riding for many reasons. Members who join in the future 
will, without doubt, change their bikes and will look at 
all makes not just Yamaha. To change the rules, I believe, 
would be doing a disservice to future members and put 
the future of the club into a slow decline.
 
From my own experience I don’t believe we would have a 
problem keeping the rules as they are. Indeed it would be 
selfish to change. We should put our efforts into strength-
ening the club and making all members as active as 
possible not creating an “us and them” mentality based 
on the bikes we ride. Once involved with the bike activi-
ties - rallies, parties etc. it is easy to realise that there are 
many more clubs out there, including custom clubs who 
would welcome new members no matter what they ride.
 
I enjoy the club and hope to be part of it for years to 
come, let’s ensure there is a club to be a member of.  
    
     Jim Salmon
     Centre 9
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New Gun Aiming  
Technique Confuses Taliban...

EJ’s Corner
FROM ‘AH BIG TEL’

Hi Keith,
This is my take on this 

whole constitution thing. 
 
The Constitution, who is 

for change?
The proposed change to 

the constitution worries me. 
Why? Well, I have been a 
member for some 6 years 
now, and have made many friends, and I mean 
friends.

Before I joined the VSOC, I had quite probably 
only one true friend, and others that I would call 
friends, but in truth were very close aquaintances.

I joined a members club, one that had a rule that, 
once you were a member, you always had the right 
to stay a member, regardless of motorcycle.

For fifteen years this has prevailed, and every now 
and again, a member or two, must amount to 0.3% 
of the membership, decides that they know best for 
the other 99.7%.

Once again the few are deciding for the many, or 
so they hope.

“It will not affect you”, I am told, “only new mem-
berships”.

Well I am afraid it will affect me, because I plan to 
make more friends in the future, and I will have no 
desire to lose these friends either.

It seems to me the people most likely to be af-
fected are the most active amongst us.

Let’s face it we are the ones who are wearing out 
our bikes, we are the ones who make take a shine to 
another model, one that has just the right lines, just 
the right level of equipment, that, “Oh My God” effect.

You know what I mean, you ride your bikes, you 
love your bikes, your bikes are indeed part of what 
you are.

It does not matter if you only ride in the summer, 
rallys not your scene, so what? Not keen to ride 
amongst lots of bikes, who cares? The VSOC is all 
this and so much more to each and every one of 
you.

You my friends are motorcyclists, and you need to 
understand what the proposed changes will mean to 
you, and your friends, present and future.

If Kevin Hoyte asks for a vote, vote with your 
heart, if he wants your opinions, send him them, they 
don’t have to be the same as mine.

Do not take the easy way out, just ignoring things 
will not help, it is YOUR club we are talking about, 
act on your beliefs.

  Terry
 Centre 9 Webmaster
 billio51@hotmail.com

Hello all,
Well 2009 is speeding along, 

where does the time go?  Spring-
fields was good, a bit slow on the 
Saturday but very busy on the 
Sunday.  

Not that I saw much on the Sunday but did arrive in 
time to help pack everything away.  A big thank you to 
everyone that gave up their valuable time and helped out 
over the weekend.  It’s now time to start thinking about 
what you can do for your club.  

The Centre AGM is in April and I would like to get 
all the nominations for any of the committee posts in the 
March newsletter to allow all our members to know who 
is standing for what so they can come to the meeting and 
vote.  I know I keep banging on about this but April will 
be here before you know it at the rate this year is going 
already, so let any members of the committee know if you 
would like to help out and stand for any of the posts, or 
just send an email to Keith (rumblingstar@aol.com) so 
he can list them all in the March newsletter.  With April 
just round the corner don’t forget to renew your member-
ship.  If you renew before 1st April it’s cheaper!!!  On a 
more cheerful note, petrol seems to be a bit cheaper at 
the moment so it’s not as expensive to get out on your 
bike.  AND my garage door is not working so I can even 
get mine out!!!  Now all we have to do is keep our fingers 
crossed for a nice day, watch out for text alerts for any last 
minute ride outs.

That’s about all from me at the moment, ride safe.

EJ
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Paul’s  
Ponderings (Notts)

Lynn and me enjoyed 
supporting Steve and Cathy 
at the Springfield show on 
17/18 Jan.  They are “old 
hands at it” and we soon had 
it looking welcoming with 
banners, handouts and our 3 bikes on display.  
Quite a lot of visitors and interest in the VSOC 
and the Lost Riders.  Hope we get some new 
members.  Next event is the Classic Jap Show at 
Donington with (Derby) Malc and team over the 
7th and 8th February.  If you are a member who 
doesn’t come to meetings or rallies, why not visit 
the show and just have a chat with us?  You will 
be made very welcome.

  
Well it’s February so we are getting through the 

worst biking months.  It was great to get on the 
bike and ride to and from Spalding – cold but dry 
and sunny.  Then last weekend managed to get 
out again and stayed dry!  Hope this is a sign of 
things to come.

The Lost Rider’s AGM is in April (at the Unicorn 
meeting) and I will need to ‘stand down’ as we 
hope to be spending future Winters in a warmer 
climate.  I have honestly enjoyed being Notts. 
Rep. and would recommend the job so why not try 
it for a year (or more?).  The main job as I see it is 
to encourage our county members to support the 
VSOC by ensuring that the local meeting takes 
place every month (with raffle, chips and a few 
words!), writing this monthly update and acting as 
a focal point for any ideas for events or ride outs.  
The main thing for me has been “the buzz” from 
the tremendous amount of support from everyone 
(you) and the quiet words of encouragement (not 
of course forgetting the fame of having my pic-
ture on the Website!).  Let me know if you wish to 
consider the job – there needs to be a new Notts. 
Rep from April - Lynn and I will be very happy to 
provide you with support through the Summer if 
needed.  “You know you want it …..!”

Don’t forget the Classic Jap Bike Show at Castle 
Donington Circuit (7/8 Feb) and the next Notts 
Grey Goose meeting – Tuesday 17th February 
2009.  Also Big Jon’s rideout on 8th March from 
11am Gunthorpe bridge Café (to Willingham 
Woods).

Got our tickets for Jumpstart, VSOC Internation-
al and the Scrumpies Party.  So come and join us.  
I can feel a hangover coming on already !

Paul (Notts. Rep)

   p.caine@ntlworld.com

Gothic Keith & Jane 
 - two tragic characters seen  
recently at the Notts. Xmas 

Party - human or not?  
You decide...

Hello Playmates,
It’s been a while since I 

gave you my six pennyworth 
in this august publication, but 
in the absence of other con-
tributions, you are stuck with  
my ramblings this month.

I’ll keep it short and sweet, 
(like me.)

My take on the Constitu-
tion debate can be summed 
up as follows:

‘If if aint broke, don’t fix it.’
  I suggest we keep the 

‘once a member, always 
a member’ rule for new 
members, aswell as exist-
ing members. I have made 
many friends in the VSOC, all of whom had a qualifying bike 
when they joined, but some of them have changed to other 
metric cruisers - Suzis, Kwakkers and Hondas - while sev-
eral have Harleys, and some even ride plastic rockets, God 
bless ‘em.  They all seem happy enough.  And they’re all 
good members. So why can’t we extend this to new mem-
bers too?  Of course we can!  Nuff said.

On a personal note, I would like to thank Uncle Ken 
(Collingwood) for helping me get my Virago XV1100 back on 
the road earlier this month, after the battery had leaked and 
turned my positive terminal into a corroded glob.  I bought a 
new battery from CMC (a bargain at just £23 squid with the 
discount for VSOC membership). 

However, that wasn’t the end of the story, as I had to find 
some way of connecting the new battery to my electricals 
down below, with no actual terminal end to the positive wire.

After several  fairly patheitc attempts to do this myself - 
using various bits and pieces purchased from an automotive 
electrics supllier in Chesterfield - Ken, bless him, made me a 
new ‘ring end’, bringing the two positive leads that go to the 
positive battery terminal together in one ring, soldered to the 
ends of the wires, at right angles, so it now fits a treat in the 
very tight battery compartment on the XV1100.

I took the opportunity to extend both positive and negative 
wires to the terminals, so there is a good long run of extra 
wire if I have to remove the battery - I can get the battery 
right out with both the terminal wires still attached and then 
disconnect them, without haivng to fiddle about trying to do it 
while holding the battery half-way out.

I also attached an extra wire to the positive terminal to go 
directly to my battery charger, so I don’t have to remove the 
battery at all now if I want to charge it up.

Thanks again, Ken!  Hope the laptop’s still working!
That’s All For Now. And remember, do it to others before 

they do it to you; ride safe, and remember to wash that 
feckin’ salt off your bike if you do go out in this weather....

Gothic Keith x x x 
rumblingstar@aol.com
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Thanks Jayne (Bell), for photos of 
Obama with Rod and ‘Mustang’ Kev

FOR SALE         >>>

XV535 VIRAGO,L REG 1993, RED.
MOT JUNE 09 TAX JULY 09

MANY NEW PARTS / RESPRAY
£850 ono.

TEL JOE ON MELTON 01664 564604
OR EMAIL AT catherine@dorothy67.fsnet.co.uk

Remembering Christmas 2008
...seems like a long time ago  
we were at the Notts. Xmas Party...
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Virago Star Owners Club 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 1st April 2009- 31st March 2010 

PERSONAL DETAILS

 Name: 

 Address: 

  Postcode:

 Telephone No: _________________________   Membership No: ________________________

 Email address: _______________________________________________________________

BIKE DETAILS

 Model:   Year: Reg:

 Colour:   Chassis No:

 Datatag:   Engine No:

Please indicate to which VSOC Centre you would like your renewal details sent (one only please).  

Centres 1 & 2 - SCOTLAND/IRELAND 

Centre 3 - STAFFORDSHIRE 
Including Cheshire & surrounding areas 

Centre 4 - NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM 

Centre 5 - YORKSHIRE & HUMBERSIDE 

Centre 6 - NORTHWEST & CUMBRIA
including Lancashire & Isle of Man 

Centre 7 - WALES 

Centre 8 - WEST MIDLANDS 

Centre 9 - EAST MIDLANDS 
Including Lincolnshire 

Centre10 - EAST ANGLIA 
(Norfolk, Suffolk & Cambridgeshire) 

Centre 11 - HOME COUNTIES 
(Bedfordshire & Buckinghamshire) 

Centre 12 - THAMES VALLEY 
(Berkshire & Oxfordshire) 

Centre 13 - NORTH LONDON & surrounding areas 

Centre 14 - SOUTH LONDON & SURREY

Centre 15 - KENT & EAST SUSSEX

Centre 16 - SOLENT (Hampshire & West Sussex) 

Centre 17 - SOUTHWEST
(Somerset, Dorset, Gloucestershire & Wiltshire) 

Centre 18 - DEVON & CORNWALL 

Centre 19 - ESSEX 

Centre 20 - OFF SHORE 

PLEASE RENEW BY 30th APRIL 2009 AS AFTER THIS DATE A REJOINING FEE OF £5.00 WILL BE CHARGED

Subscription for year ending 31st March 2010 remains at£17.50
Please make cheques payable to the VIRAGO STAR OWNERS CLUB and send to:- 

MALCOLM BLAND (Membership Secretary) 
103a Hunsworth Lane, Hunsworth, Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire BD19 4DP

Remember that you do not have to leave the VSOC if choose to sell your Virago, Drag Star or Royal Star. 
ONCE A MEMBER, ALWAYS A MEMBER! 


