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Derbyshire, Notts, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Northants, Rutland
Centre 9  
East & North Midlands

VIRAGO STAR OWNERS CLUB

Centre Rep 
& Merchandiser
E J 
30 Mareham Lane
Sleaford
Lincs.
NG34 7FR
01529 414671
07872 075851
darlingtone@aol.com
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Lincolnshire Contact
Trevor Bridgwood
01522 750395
trac5641@yahoo.co.uk

Derbyshire
Malc Newton
01246 475704
07747 187414
bloodymalc@hotmail.com

Leicestershire & Northants 
Pete Brown
0116 291 6809
leonebrown@btinternet.com

Nottinghamshire
Paul Caine
0115 953 4073
07765 628 629
p.caine@ntlworld.com

Newsletter Editor               
Keith Mason
01246 236123
07986 091109 
rumblingstar@aol.com

Ride-out Liaison
Karl Tromans 
01246 276754
07853 733252
karltromans@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer
Tessa Lunn
0115 930 5633
tessa.lunn@sky.com

Webmaster
Terry Warren
0115 854 5475
07853 235400
billio51@hotmail.com
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Wot’s On
CENTRE 9 MAIN MEETING - 
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
The Unicorn Hotel
Gunthorpe Bridge
Trentside
Gunthorpe
Nottingham
Notts
NG14 7FB
tel: 01159 663612/01159 664801
DERBYSHIRE  1st Sunday of the Month Meeting -  
Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am. Coffee and a chat; 
possible ride-out.
2nd Monday of Month Meeting - THE ARKWRIGHT ARMS, 
Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5JG 
Tel:  (01246) 232053 (just off J29 of M1). Includes free food 
such as chip butties with home-made chips.
Third Sunday of the Month Fettle/Ride-Out  
starting from Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am.  

LEICESTERSHIRE / NORTHANTS
The Tavern Inn
WALCOTE,  
Nr Lutterworth
1 minute from J20 M1
2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE
Castle Inn, CONINGSBY 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 8pm   
ALSO  2nd Sunday’s - various locations!

NOTTS
The Grey Goose Gedling (now greatly improved) 
3rd Tuesday of the month.

MEETING DATES & VENUES

1st & 2nd November 
Imps Mcc End of Season Party

1st November
Riverside Fireworks Display with Bar-B-Q & Food
 £5-50 a Head, Kicks off at 7pm; see p. 5 for details.

1st November
Debbie’s 50th birthday party - see p. 5

23rd November 
Derby Toy Run

27th November - 7th December 
NEC Bike Show 

30th November 
Bottesford Toy Run

7th December
6th Annual Burton on Trent Toy Run 

13th December
Derbyshire Christmas meal at The Arkwright Arms 
Price for the evening is a £16 each.
This includes a FREE raffle. There are only 34 tickets 
available, so be quick if you want to join in the fun.
Every year the tickets sell out fast.

20th December
Nottingham Area Christmas Party  
at the Goose, Gedling
Open to ALL VSOC Members 
Disco, Hot Supper, Raffle
Tickets only £6 available at meets

25th December
Some old bloke with a white beard comes down the 
chimney and leaves us all pressies, like brand new 
motorbikes and stuff

2009

24th - 26th April
Southern Snakes 
Start of Season Rally
Holland

1st - 4th May
VSOC Centre 2 Ireland Rally

22nd - 24th May
2nd Belgian/Dutch
Virago & Star Club Rally
Belgium

Please note: the opinions expressed in this publication are the contributors’ own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Newsletter  
Editor or the Centre 9 Committee or the Virago Star Owners Club Committee or membership or in fact any fecker except the contributor, 
who is probably mad anyway...

12th - 14th June
International Rally
C16 Solent

3rd - 5th July
VSOC Centre 8 
West Midlands Alouettes Rally
17th - 19th July
Terry Lewis Marries Sue
FREE Do Again From The Yorkies
Bands, Hog Roast, Disco, Fancy dress
Further Details To Follow.

24th - 26th July
VSOC Centre14 
Cockney Rejects Rally

28 - 31st August
VSOC Centre 6 
North Stars Rally
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LETTERS

If you have views on any matters, or would like to contribute a letter or an article for 
the newsletter, please don’t hesitate to email me at: rumblingstar@aol.com.

FROM MALC NEWTON: Hi everyone in Centre 9, yes, its me again, what do you mean who again ? I hope you are 
all keeping well, I have some good news and some bad news to give you, I’ll let you decide which is which . . . . 

Firstly Warren has resigned as Derbyshire County rep, our many thanx go to him for all the hard work he has done on 
behalf of the VSOC

The other news is that everything will continue;

 The 1st Sunday of the month meet up for breakfast at Clay X Powersports
 The 1st Wednesday of the month (except jan) quiz at B & M Honda @ Barlborough
 The 2nd Monday of the month meet at the Arkwright Arms
 And the 3rd Sunday of the month ride-out from Clay Cross (meet up at 10.00)

I have been given permission by your Centre rep to act as county contact until a replacement has been found.

  Ride safe
   Malc

Ps. Bookings now being taken for the Xmas meal (13th December)  £16, contact me for more details. 01246 475704, 

places are running out quickly.

Warren’s Letter of Resignation
On 13-10-08 I attended the Derbyshire monthly meeting as usual.

I entered into a conversation with a member of the club on various aspects of the club and associated 
matters. The person who I refer to said to me and I quote:

‘The best thing you can do Warren is f - - - off’ (abusive language).

I obviously find this behaviour completely unacceptable and as a result have taken my decision to 
disassociate myself from this organisation completely.

I would like to thank those of you who gave me support and friendship over the last two years or so.

Best Regards,

   Warren

military humour...

volunteer: Definition - noun - 1. a person who does something, especially help-
ing other people, willingly and without being forced or paid to do it. 2. a mug. 
Examples: The Lost Riders rely on volunteers to run Centre 9. Since these are 
highly dangerous missions, Centre 9 asks for volunteers. It’s a volunteer club with 
no paid professionals. (Adapted from Cambridge Online Dictionary)
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EJ’s Corner Hello all,
I’m writing 

this on the 29th 
October so there 

are still a couple of days left for votes to come in but 
the vote as it stands at the moment is as shown on the 
charts below:-

There were 103 votes sent out and at this point 65 
returned -  that’s over 60% returned.  I will have the 
up to date fi gures by the Centre meeti ng and they will 
be published on the website aft er 1st November (cut 
off  date).  I will take the Centre’s views to the AGM and let you know next month 
how it all goes.

The weather has now well and truly turned and there’s that cold white stuff .
 I have to scrape off  the car in the morning now, not the best weather for 
motorcycles and I admit, I’m a wimp and unti l they invent gloves that keep you 
warm and dry and you can sti ll move your hands in, my bike will probably not be 
going very far.  Saying that, once the sun has been out for a while, it warms up 
quite a bit, so maybe a bit of aft ernoon riding. 

With Christmas being just round the corner give a thought to buying someone 
some lovely Lost Riders merchandise as a Christmas present.  Special orders can 
be taken (see back page); it will take about 14-21 days for special orders to be 
done, so if you want anything for Christmas please let me know in plenty of ti me.

Ride Safe, EJ  (Centre 9 Rep.) darlingtone@aol.com

FROM ‘AH BIG TEL’

Hi All, been a bit quieter 
lately, but things are being 
planned, very busy weekend 
coming up, if you can’t fi nd 
something here, well?

On Saturday 1st November,
The Lincolnshire Imps have 

an end of season bash, camp-
ing over showers band etc, 
£7-50 on the gate.

It is the annual Brandy 
Wharf fi rework party, £5-50, 
camping included, entertain-
ment and food, really late bar, 
you have to experience this. 
Always great fun.

It’s Debbie’s 50th birthday 
party at Stavely, near Chester-
fi eld, details are on the web, 
all invited; will be a good fun 
night.

Christmas just round the 
corner, Derbyshire Xmas 
party, 13th December at the 
Arkwright Arms, and now 
Nottingham Xmas party, 
confi rmed as 20th December 
2008, at the Grey Goose, 
Nottingham.

Disco, hot supper, raffl e, 
loads of friends, and 5 days 
before Christmas. What are 
you waiting for? Tickets on 
sale now, only £6 each.

Several members have 
fi nancially backed this party, 
so please get your tickets and 
come along to have fun.

Everyone is welcome, tick-
ets from Paul Caine, and at 
all the meets from now.

Ride Safe, have fun, and 
don’t forget to tell me about 
it. See you at the meets.

I tell you, people will be 
amazed at the change in the 
Goose.  

 Terry
 Centre 9 Webmaster
 billio51@hotmail.com
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Riverside Fireworks Display with Bar-B-Q
Riverside Fireworks Display with Bar-B-Q & Food, £5-50 a Head;
Kicks off at 7pm; Disco; fi reworks and fun is expected plus a modi-
com of noise so be prepared to have a good time.
Following the confusion regarding our return visit to the fi reworks
at Brandy Wharf, I have now got a better idea from them regarding 
the bonfi re night.  The tent pitches are not a problem 10 are reserved
This only leaves 1 space, however if there is anybody else who 
would like to go they can contact me and I will ask for more tent 
pitches.
 
Regarding caravans they are in the process of getting permission for
a further 20 plots.  If they get approval we are at the top of the list for 
3 pitches.
  Trev

Paul’s 
Ponderings 
(Nott s)

Been quite busy in my fi rst 
month as Nott s rep.  The Grey 
Goose had a heati ng problem in 
the functi on room and moved 
us to the lounge for our Tuesday meet.  What a good 
move that turned out to be.  Roaring fi re, chip butti  es, 
a great atmosphere and comfy seats.  Well done to the 
three ‘real’ bikers who road in (although they did hog 
the fi re a bit).  I have arranged with the landlady that 
we conti nue to use the lounge room for our Tuesday 
meeti ngs as it is much more cosy for us.

Owing to popular demand, the suggested Nott s Lost 
Rider’s Christmas Party is now on.  My thanks to the 
members who arranged to stump up the initi al funds 
to get it off  the ground.  See advert elsewhere in the 
Newslett er and PLEASE contact me to get your ti ckets 
as soon as you can so that we can work out the num-
bers and get the catering sorted.  We’ve used the DJ 
before and he plays the right stuff  so bring your danc-
ing ‘boots’.  It is sure to be a really good night.  Just 
remember that this is a biker’s party and there is no 
excuse for cross dressing ! (Yes Tony, we all now have 
worrying memories of Essex – see photo).

My Trike has now gone to live with its new ‘Dad’ 
in Merthyr Tydfi l.  Sadly, the Virago is at the garage 
having a possible startermotor problem investi gated 
as it acted up on me yesterday.  Brought back lots of 
memories of a ‘misspent youth’ as I pushed it along 
the road in the rain trying to start it.  Those were 
the days - NOT.  I hadn’t realized how much more an 
1100 weighs compared to a 125 – or am I just getti  ng 
wimpier?

Don’t forget the next major event for your diary, 
Nott s Grey Goose meeti ng – Tuesday 18th November 
in the ‘lounge’ (is this too posh for us?) with roaring 
fi re.

PLEASE get your ti ckets for the Nott s Lost Riders 
Christmas ‘bash’ from Terry or me at future meets and 
events – it is open to all.  I will post them out to you if 
you would rather send me a cheque – remember only 
£6 a head for a brill night.

 Paul (Nott s. Rep.) 
 p.caine@ntlworld.com

DEBBIE’S BIRTHDAY BASH

Centre 9 are invited to Debbie’s 50th birthday party, date 1st November 
2008; place: Staveley Miners Welfare (S43 3UT) time: 7:30pm, r.s.v.p. 
by text: 07812384476 - email: debs894@msn.com
post: 27 Paisley Close, Staveley, Chesterfi eld, S43 3NS
Places to stay nearby
Ibis Barlborough - 01246 813222 (rooms around £50)
Travel Lodge - 0871 9848484 (rooms around £50)
Premier Inn - 0870 1977060 (rooms around £50)
Ringwood Hall Hotel - 0845 4566399 for those who want a bit of luxury 
(rooms around £110, incl breakfast)

Tony - what a babe!
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MORE BMF TAILENDER 2008 PIX...

ORDER YOUR LOST RIDERS  
MERCHANDISE  

FOR CHRISTMAS NOW!

SHOW 
YOU ARE 
OBLONG!

Email: darlingtone@aol.com   
to place your order or for more information. 

Go on – you know you’re worth it!!

Fantesticle  
Centre 9  

Merchandise

Call EJ: 01529 414671
mobile: 07872 075851

Rocker  
only £12-00  

Strappy – Female Logo 

Please make cheques payable 
to VSOC Centre Nine

Please send to:
 Miss EJ Darlington,  
30 Mareham Lane, 

Sleaford, 
Lincs, 

NG34 7FR


