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CENTRE 9 CONTACTS

WEDDING ISSUE!

Money could not buy what we experienced 
and it was all thanks to the amazing VSOC 
members. We are so very proud to be a part 
of not just a wonderful bike club but a bike 
club that has given us so many wonderful 
friends.  

With all our Love, Kev & Jen xxx

Kev and Jen write:
We are still buzzing and flying high from the 

weekend and no doubt we will be for quite some 
time to come!  We would just like to say a huge 
THANK YOU to everybody who attended the 
Yorkies bonding party and our wedding. 

Words are not enough to say how grateful we 
both are to all the Yorkies for everything they 
have done for us.  The turn out was unbeliev-
able and far out did any expectations we had. 

The personal touches from all the Centres, 
especially our good friends Centre 8, just made 
our weekend so perfect and we have memories 
that we will cherish forever. 

We will also be able to buy some fab presents, 
many thanks to all those who contributed to our 
collections; this will be put to good use when we 
finally get out of Ma Hadders hair and find our 
own pad! 

And if anyone knows the whereabouts of our 
axe we would be grateful for it’s safe return! 
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Wot’s On
CENTRE 9 MAIN MEETING - 
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
The Boot & Shoe Inn, Main Street, Flintham NG23 5LA. 
Flintham is on the A46 in between Newark and Bingham.  
(Please refer to the Lost Riders website for any late-
breaking changes.)

DERBYSHIRE  1st Sunday of the Month Meeting -  
Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am. Coffee and a chat; 
possible ride-out.
2nd Monday of Month Meeting - THE ARKWRIGHT ARMS, 
Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5JG 
Tel:  (01246) 232053 (just off J29 of M1). Includes free food 
such as chip butties with home-made chips.
Third Sunday of the Month Ride-Out  
starting from Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am.  

LEICESTERSHIRE / NORTHANTS
The Tavern Inn
WALCOTE,  
Nr Lutterworth
1 minute from J20 M1
2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE
Castle Inn, CONINGSBY 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 8pm   
ALSO  2nd Sunday’s - various locations!

NOTTS
The Grey Goose Gedling, 3rd Tuesday of the month.

MEETING DATES & VENUES10th - 12th October 
Catapult 3

1st & 2nd November 
Imps Mcc End of Season Party

1st November
Riverside Fireworks Display with Bar-B-Q & Food
 £5-50 a Head, Kicks off at 7pm; see p. 5 for details.

1st November
Debbie’s 50th birthday party - see p. 5

27th November - 7th December 
NEC Bike Show 

30th November 
Bottesford Toy Run

13th December
Derbyshire Christmas meal at The Arkwright Arms 
Price for the evening is a mere £16 each.
This includes a FREE raffle. There are only 34 tickets 
available, so be quick if you want to join in the fun.
Every year the tickets sell out fast.

2009

1st - 4th May
VSOC Ireland Rally

17th - 19th July
Terry Lewis Marries Sue
FREE Do Again From The Yorkies
Bands, Hog Roast, Disco, Fancy dress
Further Details To Follow.

see Lost Riders website for latest info. on events: www.lostriders.co.uk

Please note: the opinions expressed in this publication are the con-
tributors’ own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor 
or the Centre 9 Committee or the Virago Star Owners Club.

Warren’s Wanderings
Hi Everyone,
Hope you are all well, etc..
 
I am looking out of my front room 
window, and it's raining again! Did 
we get a summer? Well I'm trying my best to do 
the Derbyshire Rep’s job, and have learnt a lot 
over the last few months.
I'm hoping to plan rideouts a bit better next year, 
ie. trying to plan further in advance.
I'm looking forward to the Derbyshire Christmas 
meal. This is planned for the 13th December 
2008 @ The Arkwright Arms. Price for the 
evening is a mere £16 each.
This includes a FREE raffle.
There are only 34 tickets available, so be quick if 
you want to join in the fun.
Every year the tickets sell out fast.
We are still meeting at Clay Cross Powersports, 
1st and 3rd Sunday of every month,

so don't be shy, drop in and say hello.
It was good to see Bob on the 1st Sunday in September, 
please can you spare a thought for him, as he isn't very well 
at the moment.
Hope you don't mind me mentioning you Bob, I know you 
don't like a fuss.

Anyway hope to see one and all soon
Stay Safe and Happy.
 
P.S.
 
Thanks to everyone who turned up at The Arkwright Arms on 
8th September. It was a lively meeting, and I promise not to 
drink the raffle prize next month!!!

Typical, for once I won the raffle, and Warren drunk it!!! 

Warren, 
Derbys. Rep.
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kev & jen’s Wedding 
photo album

Hi Guys,
 Well what can we say after the very 
succesful bonding party and the wed-
ding of our own Kev and Jen, what 
needs to be said is a big thanks to 
all that came for the day or the weekend, and especially 
those that helped in the running of the weekend, our cen-
tre can really hold their heads up in the VSOC.
 The feed back from other centre reps and members has 
been incredible, but a really nice mail came from a friend 
of Kev and Jen:
 
 ‘I work with Jen and was at her and Kev’s wedding 
on Saturday all day.

‘I just wanted to drop you a line to say thank you 
very much for arranging the best wedding I’ve ever 
been to. I wasn’t sure what to expect with it been my 
first biker wedding and first meeting with bikers as 
a whole. All I can say is Jeez do you guys know how 
to throw a party, I never knew it was possible for 
one’s body to consume so much alcohol, although 
the next day I realised that it wasn’t possible as I laid 
there with a banging headache.

Thank you once again if I learnt one thing from the 
wedding it was: BIKERS DO IT IN STYLE.’
 
A good selection of wedding pics are now complete on:  
http://terry-yorkies950.fotopic.net/

LETTERS

If you have views on any matters, or would like to contribute a letter or an article for 
the newsletter, please don’t hesitate to email me at: rumblingstar@aol.com.

And there has been 3 articles in local papers about the wedding; heres a link to those:
http://www.thestar.co.uk/news/Nice-day-for-Kev-and.4507252.jp
http://www.southyorkshiretimes.co.uk/news/All-revved-up-for-wedding.4500842.jp
http://www.doncasterfreepress.co.uk/free/The-bride-wore-leathers.4502049.jp

Once again a very big thank you to all,
 regards and hope to see you soon
 
Terry  (Yorkies Rep)

No one sent me any pictures, so these will 
be in next month’s issue.  Please someone, 
email me some good photos of Jen and Kev’s 
wedding!

Meanwhile, at the BMF 
TAIL END SHOW 2008...
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If you get your Newsletter by email 
you will also be getting voting forms 
through the post to vote about what 
you want to happen to the VSOC and 
to vote on where and when you want 
your Centre meeting.  Please can you 

return them to me before the National VSOC AGM so that I can 
represent your views at the National AGM in November.  If you 
get your Newsletter by post, the voting forms will be included.

Ride safe,  E J  (Centre 9 Rep.)

Hello all, well another month has flown past with several 
things going on in it again.  The Yorkies bash for Kev (Centre 
9) and Jen (Centre 5) Wedding was brilliant; the weather was 
not so good on the Friday getting there but then Saturday 
morning the skies were clear and it turned out to be a 
fantastic weekend.  The wedding even made the Calendar 
News!  It was good to see so many old faces turn up and 
everyone had an enjoyable weekend.  The following week-
end was the BMF and again the weather was very kind and 
quite a few members and potential new members visited 
the club stand.

NEW TEXT MESSAGING SERVICE
New this month – we are starting a text mes-

sage service to all members of Centre 9 as 
there are some members who do not have ac-
cess to the internet or are not confident in us-
ing the internet to find out the latest infor-
mation about what is going on in the Centre.  

Unfortunately we cannot offer this service for 
free so if you sign up for it it will cost £2 per year 
but as we are starting half way through the mem-
bership year anyone who wants to sign up for the 
rest of this membership year it will only be £1.  

To sign up please text your name, address and 
membership number to 07751 695284 and send 
a cheque made payable to VSOC Centre 9 to 30, 
Mareham Lane, Sleaford, Lincolnshire.  NG34 7FR. 

Whenever something is happening in the club 
you will receive a text message about it.  If you 
want to arrange something, for instance a last 
minute ride out if the weather is going to be nice, 
just text the details to the mobile phone and it will 
be sent on to every member who has signed up.  

Please take into consideration that if you send the 
text in the middle of the night or during working hours 
it won’t get forwarded on until the early evening 
during the week or when I’ve got up at weekends.   

I will also send out reminders about meetings 
and cut off dates for pre booking rally tickets and 
the advantage is the number will not change. If I go 
on holiday for a week the phone will go to the dep-
uty rep while I’m away so the messages can still be 
passed on and if someone else becomes Centre rep 
at the AGM the phone will then go to the new rep. 

This is a trial and it will depend upon the 
amount of people who sign up to see if the Cen-
tre can afford it.  I have mentioned it at the meet-
ings and the feedback has been good so far.

EJ’s Corner

  Just got back from a great weekend 
at the BMF Tail End show, for a change we had glorious 
weather on both days.  The stand was run by Tony Santos and 
his new wife Helen and as in previous years they were assisted 
by club members the majority being from Centre 9 and 10.  

Our centre supplied most of the bikes for display and we 
covered a wide range of the club bikes, EJ’s Virago 1100, Steve’s 
Stratoliner, Cathy’s newly resprayed 535 and my Dragstar 650. 

On the Saturday the stand also had Centre 10, Mick’s Royal 
Star to complete the display.  Throughout the day we had 
many club members calling in for a chat and refreshments.  

Saturday night we were joined by Ian, Centre 10 Rep with 
his distinctive Virago, Gary Centre 13 Rep on an 1100 Dragstar 
Custom and Vanessa (C13) who arrived on her brand new 
1100 Dragstar Classic having only collected it that day.   As 
you can see from the photos (below) this gave us a very 
impressive selection from the qualifying range of bikes.  

Sunday was an even busier day with numbers at the 
show swelling with bargain hunters.  The stand was 
packed for the majority of the day and over the two 
days we had loads of enquiries from new members. 

 It was particularly noticeable that there are a lot of younger 
riders opting for a Virago 535 as their first bike. So if you 
would like to come along and display your bike at the BMF 
2009, please let me know what you ride and whether you 
can come down for one or both days.  It’s a great weekend 
and you get to meet many members from other centres as 
well as having the opportunity to recruit new club members.

Trev (Deputy Centre 9 Rep.  
& Lincs. Rep.)

trevOR’s  
lincolnshire 

news
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Riverside Fireworks Display with Bar-B-Q

Kicks off at 7pm; Disco; fireworks and fun is expected 
plus a modicom of noise so be prepared to have a good 
time. Following the confusion regarding our return visit 
to the fireworks at Brandy Wharf, I have now got a better 
idea from them regarding the bonfire night.  The tent 
pitches are not a problem 10 are reserved and are al-
located as follows:
 
 1. Joe + 1
 2. Jim Salmon
 3. Chris/Wendy
 4. Rod/Katch
 5. Rick
 6. Nick/partner
 7. John
 8. Les/Janice
 9. Paul might - will confirm.
 
This leaves 1 space, however if there is anybody else 
who would like to go they can contact me and I will ask 
for more tent pitches.
 
Regarding caravans they are in the process of getting 
permission for a further 20 plots.  If they get approval we 
are at the top of the
list for 3 pitches.  If they have not got back to me to con-
firm within two weeks I will contact them again.  (I don’t 
see any benefit in hounding them for an answer before 
what I have agreed with them as that will only annoy 
them.)
Regards,
  Trev

Paul’s  
Ponderings 
(Notts)

Have you ever been in a group 
of people when there is an 
awkward silence followed by the 
relief when someone finally says 
“OK I’ll do it”?  I have ..... only I didn’t get the feeling 
of relief.  My main reason for volunteering is probably 
best explained by the following.

Last Saturday, at the “Bonding Wedding” Terry (The 
Web) only slightly inebriated, said to me “Aren’t we 
lucky” and I agreed (although he was looking towards 
“Geordie Barry” in stockings and suspenders so I may 
have missed his point).  But it did make me think how 
lucky we are to have found like minded people with 
an interest in bikes, (trikes?), rock music, dancing and 
shandy.  The friendships I have made in my 8 years as a 
Lost Rider must continue (even if they move to Portu-
gal !) so that brings me (at last !) to what I believe are 
my priorities for Notts Lost Riders up to the April AGM. 

 Since volunteering I have been considering what I 
need to focus on over the Autumn / Winter months.

There has been some concern over meeting loca-
tions.  As we know EJ is putting this to the vote.  Until 
we have the result, I will continue to organise the 
Notts meeting and raffle on the 3rd Tuesday at the 
Grey Goose (hope the Landlady sticks to her promise 
of Chip Butties for 21st October).  I will also obtain the 
updates from the Centre meetings at Flintham to re-
port to the Notts meet.  My thanks to Nick, Dave, and 
(Taxi) John etc who have offered to also attend “the 
Goose” on the 1st Tuesday in case of any confused 
new (or “used”) members.

I have also passed on my email (preferred as I’ve also 
got a ‘day job’) and phone numbers to Gothic Keith so 
that I can be the point of contact for Notts Club prob-
lems or questions.

Is it just me or did this year’s rallies just get better 
every time?  It’s a shame that I’ve just got back onto 
two wheels at the end of the season.  I am hoping that 
there is support for EJ’s idea of a Club mobile to enable 
texts to be sent to advise of last minute ride outs - 
could be popular through the Autumn / Winter when 
we get the odd dry weekend day.

I would like to thank John for his ‘handover’ advice 
- although I‘m not sure how helpful “don‘t do it“ is?.  
Only joking, Thanks John and for ‘repping’ for the 1st 
half of the year.

If anyone has any ideas for Notts events, drop me an 
email.

 Now for the important stuff - anyone want to buy a 
slightly used Dragstar Trike?

   Paul (Notts. Rep.)

DEBBIE’S BIRTHDAY BASH

Centre 9 are invited to Debbie’s 50th birthday party, date 1st 
November 2008
place: Staveley Miners Welfare (S43 3UT) time: 7:30pm, r.s.v.p. 
by text: 07812384476 
email: debs894@msn.com
post: 27 Paisley Close, Staveley,  
Chesterfield, S43 3NS
Places to stay nearby
Ibis Barlborough - 01246 813222 (rooms around £50)
Travel Lodge - 0871 9848484 (rooms around £50)
Premier Inn - 0870 1977060 (rooms around £50)
Ringwood Hall Hotel - 0845 4566399 for those who want a bit 
of luxury (rooms around £110, incl breakfast)
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IN NEXT MONTH’S GORGEOUS EDITION: 
KEV & JEN’S WEDDING PIX, MORE BMF TAIL-ENDER PHOTOS

Medical Notes...
Blood Clots/Stroke -  

They Now Have a Fourth Indicator, the Tongue.
 
This is good stuff… read it and pass it on to all of YOUR 
loved ones… it really could save some lives!

Blood Clots/Stroke - They Now Have a Fourth Indicator,  
the Tongue

STROKE: Remember
 The 1st Three Letters....S.T.R.
My nurse friend sent this and encouraged me to post it and 
spread the word.  I agree. 
 
 If everyone can remember something this simple, we 
could save some folks.
 Seriously..
 
 Please read:

STROKE IDENTIFICATION:

During a BBQ, a friend stumbled and took a little fall - she 
assured everyone that she was fine (they offered to call 
paramedics) ....she said she had just tripped over a brick 
because of her new shoes.
 
They got her cleaned up and got her a new plate of food. 
While she appeared a bit shaken up, Ingrid went about 
enjoying herself the rest of the evening. Ingrid’s husband 
called later telling everyone that his wife had been taken
 to the hospital - (at 6:00 pm Ingrid passed away.)
 
She had suffered a stroke at the BBQ. Had they known how 
to identify the signs of a stroke, perhaps Ingrid would be 
with us today. Some don’t die.... they end up in a helpless, 
hopeless condition instead.
 
 It only takes a minute to read this...

A neurologist says that if he can get to a stroke victim with-
in 3 hours he can totally reverse the effects of a stroke...
totally. He said the trick was getting a stroke recognized, 
diagnosed, and then getting the patient medically cared for 
within 3 hours, which is tough.

RECOGNIZING A STROKE
 Thank God for the sense to remember the ‘3’ steps, STR. 
Read and Learn!
 
 Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. 
Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The 
stroke victim may suffer severe brain damage when people 
nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke .
Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by ask-
ing three simple questions:

GOOD WISHES TO COLIN HUMBLES

Colin had an accident in February which wrote off his 535 
and did quite a bit of damage to himself.  

Let’s all send our good wishes for his first operation, 
on 3rd October, and his second one, which will be 6-12 
weeks after.  Colin comments:  ‘Whoever got the scrap 
was lucky enough to have a decent engine and new 
parts.’ (I think he was talking about his bike. - Ed.)

 S*  Ask the individual to SMILE.

T* Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE  
(Coherently).  (i.e. It is sunny out today)

R* Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.

If he or she has trouble with  ANY ONE of these tasks, (hav-
ing first asertained that they are not just very pissed - Ed.) 
call 999/911 immediately and describe the symptoms to the 
dispatcher.

New Sign of a Stroke -------- Stick out Your Tongue

NOTE: Another ‘sign’ of a stroke is this: Ask the person to ‘stick’ 
out his/her tongue.. If the tongue is ‘crooked’, if it goes to one 
side or the other, that is also an indication of a stroke. (I must 
have had several strokes already, as my tongue always does 
that. Ed.)
 
A cardiologist says if everyone who gets this e-mail sends it to
10 people you can bet that at least one life will be saved.  

   (from Trev & Rachel Bridgwood)

(I’m sure Trev & Rach & EJ didn’t forward this to me because I 
was recently diagnosed with high blood pressure, and my G.P. 
told me if I didn’t do something about it, I was at risk of hav-
ing a stroke or heart attack.  I have since discovered from the 
Practice Nurse, who was practicing on me at the time, that this 
prediction of my imminent demise was probably somewhat 
exaggerated.  (My G.P. is a bit Irish, and given to flights of fancy.)  
According to the nurse, all I have to do is lose about a stone and 
half of ugly fat (my wife suggests cutting my head off), and this 
should reduce my blood pressure enough.

So (ahem!) I am currently on a diet and have cut down on my 
intake of real ale and whisky...for the time being, anyway...

Gothic Keith (Ed.)

Here concludes the medical bulletins for this month


