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CENTRE 9 CONTACTS

FOR SALE! < <  1 9 9 6  V I R A G O  X V 1 1 0 0 , 
6700MLS, MAROON AND BLACK, 
VGC, £2800, SIX MONTHS TAX AND 
A YEAR’S MOT.  CONTACT PAUL 
OR SHELAGH Tel: 01773 781187 

(Viragos...probably the best motorcycle 
in the world, and here’s your chance to get 
an 1100 version with only 6700 miles on the 
clock! If I didn’t already have one almost 
exactly the same as this, I’d be tempted 
myself!  These are fantastic bikes! - Ed.)

GET THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL!
If you are still reading the black and white 

photocopied version, please email 
rumblingstar@aol.com so I can add you to the 

e-mailing list; then you too will receive the superb, 
gob-smackingly beautiful full-colour version! 

(This means you too, Harry!)

Please DO email me rather than giving your email 
address to me at a meeting, as you may write it 
down incorrectly if you are a bit pissed, and then 
the newsletter will not get to you.
Please also let EJ know if you get the newsletter 
by email, so she can cross you off the postal 
mailing list and save the Lost Riders the photo-
copying and postage.

www.vsoc.org.uk
www.lostriders.co.uk



2

Wot’s On
CENTRE 9 MAIN MEETING - 
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
The Boot & Shoe Inn, Main Street, Flintham NG23 5LA. 
Flintham is on the A46 in between Newark and Bingham.  
(This venue will not be changing soon - please see EJ’s Bits 
on page 5.)

DERBYSHIRE  1st Sunday of the Month Meeting -  
Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am. Coffee and a chat; 
possible ride-out.
2nd Monday of Month Meeting - THE ARKWRIGHT ARMS, 
Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5JG 
Tel:  (01246) 232053 (just off J29 of M1). Includes free food 
such as chip butties with home-made chips.
Third Sunday of the Month Ride-Out  
starting from Clay Cross Powersports 10.00 am.  

LEICESTERSHIRE / NORTHANTS
The Tavern Inn
WALCOTE,  
Nr Lutterworth
1 minute from J20 M1
2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE
Castle Inn, CONINGSBY 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 8pm   
ALSO  2nd Sunday’s - various locations!

NOTTS
The Grey Goose Gedling, 3rd Tuesday of the month.

MEETING DATES & VENUES12th-14th September  
Wedding of Kev & Jen
14th September 
Brighton Burn Up 
Ace Cafe 

10th - 12th October 
Catapult 3

1st & 2nd November 
Imps Mcc End of Season Party
27th November - 7th December 
NEC Bike Show 
30th November 
Bottesford Toy Run

December

25th December
I don’t believe it!  
Feckin’ Christmas again. 
Humbug, humbug, humbug...anyone  
thought about Christmas parties yet?

2009

1st - 4th May
VSOC Ireland Rally

see Lost Riders website for more info. on above events: www.lostriders.co.uk

Please note: the opinions expressed in this publication 
are the contributors’ own and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Editor or the Centre 9 Committee or 
the Virago Star Owners Club.
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ONE MEMBER’S THOUGHTS ON 
HOW TO GET THE BEST FROM  

A RIDEOUT

There has been much written 
and spoken recently which might 
discourage new members or older 
members from joining these enjoyable 
expeditions. I have been a member for 

a good few years and believe I have learned how to 
make the most of them.

First, speed is not a problem. (Well, it is a problem 
if the person leading the ride-out is going 10 m.p.h. or 
more above the legal speed limit in built-up areas - Ed.) 
Whilst I agree that speed limits should be adhered to 
there are times when it is inevitable that groups might 
get split up – heavy traffic, traffic lights etc. There is no 
need, should this happen, to go chasing like a manic 
racer to catch up. Remember we use the “second man” 
system. This, when used properly, (exactly, - Ed.) will 
ensure you do not lose the bikes in front. You need 
only ride at a speed within your limits and look for the 
bike ahead at any turning that the main group might 
have turned into. You might not arrive at the destination 
at the same time as the front bike – but you will arrive. 
No stress, no need to try and ride beyond you abilities 
no need for speeding. If by chance a large number of 
bikes start to get separated then it is common for the 
lead bike to stop at a safe place and allow the group to 
reform. 

One final suggestion when going on a rideout – be 
sure to fill up before the start. Should this not have 
been possible ensure you let the lead rider know of 
your need and it will be planned within the ride 

Rideouts can be great fun and an excellent way to 
get to know other members better – for those who have 
yet to do one give it a try!  

   Jim Salmon

Hi Keith,

Please enter this letter in the 
next issue of the newsletter; just 
thought I would get in first this time 
around.

My dear friends,
Most you will have heard by now that I have stood 

down as your Nottingham representative.
I owe it to you to give an explanation as it was you 

that elected me.
Without going too deep, decisions have been made 

without consultation be it for the better or worse this is 
not democratic and not in my opinion in the best interests 
of the Centre.

I thank you all for your support and I will always be 
happy to lead a ride out/in if you wish me to do so.

Other items still pending, I will organize as promised 
and keep you posted.

Kind regards,
    Big Jon

LETTERS PAGE

Thanks for your contribution, Jim. I agree with everything 
that Jim has said, and I’m sorry if I gave the impression in my 
‘Gothic Rumblings’ last month that you have to go bonkers on 
ride-outs and do 85 miles an hour on country lanes to catch 
up.  The Willingham Woods ride-out was not typical of Centre 9 
ride-outs; it was not an ideal ride-out, and I think some of us who 
went on it know that, and we know that a few members dropped 
out and were not happy. Of course ride-outs should be fun - are 
fun! - but it remains the case that no one should lead a ride-out in 
the future unless they are prepared to keep to legal speed limits, 
fully understand the ‘second man’ / last man’ system, and above 
all are considerate to all members of the Lost Riders.  If you are 
leading a ride-out for the first time, ask experienced members 
(like Jim) for advice. If you realise you have lost half the group, 
maybe pull over and wait for the rest to catch up.  If you are lead-
ing and the lights are on amber, don’t jump them - stop and wait, 
so the bikers following have a chance to stay with you.  It’s not 
rocket science.This is common sense, surely?  So whether you 
are an old Lost Rider or a new Lost Rider, please be assured that 
we will look after you on ride-outs and on rallies, so as Jim says, 
get stuck in!

   - Ed. (Gothic Keith).

If you have views on any matters, 
please don’t hesitate to email me at: 
rumblingstar@aol.com or write to 
EJ’s postal address on the front of this 
newsletter.

<<  Alex Bridgwood  
showing how it’s 
done at the Lost 

Riders / Yorkies Fun 
Day in Clumber 

Park (and his dad 
Trev was also a 

star.)

See next page for 
more exclusive pix



4

Sherwood Scrapbook, 27th July 2008
Yorkies/Lost Riders 

Family Day
Trev and Alex Bridgwood were star players; the Yorkies chap who was injured tore his calf 
muscle but is going to be ok. Lovely weather, good company, fun day had by all...
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EJ’s 
Corner

HELLO  ALL, 

I’ve had 2 emails this month expressing 
concern about moving the Centre meeting to 
the Boot and Shoe.  To clarify this for eve-
ryone, the Centre meeting is on the 1st Tues-
day of every month at the Boot and Shoe 
in Flintham.  The reason this meeting is on 
the 1st Tuesday of each month is so that all 
information from the Centre meeting can 
be taken back to the various area meetings.  

It was then asked if the Nottinghamshire 
area meeting could now be held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month to allow members to 
attend Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire area 
meetings or Leicestershire/Northants and 
Nottinghamshire area meetings.  The mov-
ing of the main Centre meeting has been an 
ongoing issue since before I was area Rep 
and I was asked by several members to move 
this meeting after I became Centre Rep.

There was an issue that the Boot and Shoe 
may not be able to accommodate us for long 
but I had a phone call from the landlord this 
week telling me that getting planning per-
mission and support from the brewery to 
change the function room was proving to 
be a slow and difficult process so they will 
be able to offer us the function room for 
the foreseeable future.  I hope this clears 
up any confusion any members may have.

Unfortunately I did not make it to the Wirral 
Rally; I made it 50 miles to Nottingham before 
the boyfriend’s bike decided to spray coolant 
all over his engine and then spent the next 2 
hours sitting on the side of the road waiting for 
the RAC.  Can anyone else tell me if they have 
previously called the RAC and given all the 
details of the broken down motorcycle only to 

have the RAC man turn up and say “Oh, it’s a motorbike”.  
Needless to say he was not equipped for recovering a mo-
torbike and had to go off somewhere else to get a trailer 
(another 30 mins on the side of the road).  And what has 
happened to the motorbike community?  Approximate-
ly 20 plus bikes passed us and the only one to stop and 
check we were ok was a young lad with L plates on a 125! 

A big thank you to Paul and Lynn who stopped 
on their way to the rally to collect the Lost Riders 
Flag from me on the side of the road in Nottingham.

Needless to say emails have gone back and forth and I 
have been told the issues were raised at the Reps meeting at 
the rally.  The national committee would like some feedback 
from the members on how they (the members) would like 
the club to evolve, there have been a few suggestions so far: 

1. Do nothing and allow the Club to carry on as is and 
hope for the best.  

2. Change the club to allow other Yamaha Customs 
and Cruisers ala YCC.  

3. Move the club more towards a Rally Club.  

4. Become a classic bike club in the way that Triumph 
Owners’ Motor Cycle Club has evolved.  

These are only suggestions and any other ideas are wel-
come.  If members could send any suggestions to me either 
by email or post so I can put all the ideas together and send 
out a questionnaire to all members to enable me to take the 
members views to the national AGM in November.  If you 
don’t have your say then you only have yourselves to blame.

One last thing, if all members could let me know if they 
are going to the Yorkies party for Kev and Jen’s wedding so 
that I can let the Yorkies know how many members will be 
going as they need to know numbers to cater for everyone.

That’s all for now, 

Ride safe, 

  EJ
(Centre Rep.)

Congratulations to Mark Winterbottom and  
Paul Burdass who are 15 year members this year.
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well, there was a 
bit of summer...

IN NEXT MONTH’S SIZZLING EDITION: 
STILL AWAITING YOUR VALUED CONTRIBUTIONS...

LOST RIDERS IN THE SUMMER OF 2008...


