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CENTRE 9 CONTACTS

ORIGINAL BIG JOHN GETS NEW MOUNT

John Hopkinson, the original ‘Big John’ of the 
Lost Riders, joined the VSOC in 1995. His fi rst 
bike was a Virago 535.  John’s next bike was 
a Honda DeVille, on which he was regularly 
seen at rallies and events. 

John’s new bike is a Suzuki Burgman 650 
(left). The fuel injected Suzi scooter has 
power-assisted windshield and mirrors and 
comes in manual  or computer-controlled 
automatic transmission versions.

John and Jim wonder who will blink fi rst at 
the Dusty Miller Christmas Party
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Wot’s On
MEETING DATES & VENUES

CENTRE 9
Grey Goose Public House
Gedling,  Nr Arnold
NOTTINGHAM
1st Tues. of the month from 7.30pm
includes FREE BUFFET

DERBYSHIRE  2nd Monday of Month Meeting  
THE ARKWRIGHT ARMS, Sutton-cum-
Duckmanton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5JG 
Tel:  (01246) 232053 (just off J29 of M1)
- see Lost Riders website for Google Map. 
Includes free food such as chip butties with 
home-made chips

LEICESTERSHIRE / NORTHANTS
The Tavern Inn
WALCOTE,  
Nr Lutterworth
1 minute from J20 M1
2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE
Castle Inn, CONINGSBY 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 8pm   ALSO   
2nd Sunday’s - various locations!

MARCH 2008

Sunday 9th March 
Bottesford Egg Run - John Simpson will be 
leading a ride in to the Bottersford egg run from 
Gunthorpe Bridge Cafe leaving at 9.45 am.

Sunday 16th March
Meet Up at The Barge, Newark 12.00. Ken is 
leading a ride-in from the Arkwright Arms, 
leaving at 11.00am. Contact your county rep. to see 
if you are having a ride-in, cheer, Malc

Sunday 16th March 
Nottinghamshire Charity Easter Egg Run 2008
Meet at The Forest Recreation site 09.30. 

Depart 10.00 to Mansfield Fire Station, where a 
reception will be held - free refreshments.
The Route: from the Forest we turn left onto 
Mansfield Rd (A60) and follow the signs to 
Mansfield; entering Mansfield continue along the 
A60 until you reach the A6009 (Rosemary St). 
Follow to the Fire Station which is on the left.
(Total distance 14.7 miles)
 
6th April - ‘Gathering of the Clans,’ now in its 
eighth year and one of our most successful events. 
This year the start will be at the OK Diner on the 
A1(northbound), just north of Newark at Carlton 
on Trent; its post code is NG23 6JF (01636 
822459). John Simpson will be leading a ride-in to 
the Gathering of the Clans from Gunthorpe Bridge 
Café leaving at 9.30 am. 
Derbyshire ride-in leaving the Arkwright Arms 
at 9.00 am. Lincolnshire ride-in will be as 
follows: 08:30 Depart Cherry Tree Café A158, 
Sudbrooke to Sleaford. 09:30 Arrive/depart Little 
Chef, Holdingham roundabout. 10:30 Arrive OK 
Diner ready for start of Gathering at 11:00. We aim 
to leave at 11.00 and ride en-mass to the Grey 
Goose at Gedling where a buffet will be waiting. 

18th April 
The April Bike Show

25th - 27th April 
Jumpstart Party

10th - 11th May 
Thundersprint 

11th May 
Hedgehog Charity Ride

16th - 18th May
Creatures Any Spare Change Rally

23rd - 26th May 
Scrumpy ‘V’ Rally

Brandy Wharf Bonfire Night 2007

1st June 
Lincoln Bike Fest

8th June 
Meriden Motorcycle Megaride

13th - 15th June 
VSOC International Rally 
VSOC Centre 7 Party 

20th - 22nd June 
5th Swamp Donkey Rally

3rd July 
Boston Bike Night

4th - 6th July 
Third Essex Crusade
National Youthbike Finals Weekend

18th - 20th July
Centre 6 Camping Weekend and Bikeshow

For further details, see Lostriders.co.uk website

1st - 3rd August 
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ELVIS WAS AT BRANDY WHARF! 
(MORE PROOF!)

...BUT NOT AT THE DUSTY MILLER 
(SEE BELOW)

The False Elvis who appeared 
at the Dusty Miller - probably 
the worst Elvis impersonator 
ever seen on this side of the 

Spiral Arm Galaxy....

Elvis gives it up for Rod and Les, 
Praise His Blue Suede Shoes!

Well, the past week’s weather has cheered me up no end, 
with both bikes serviced and ready to go, lets hope that it 
is an omen that this year’s weather is going to be kinder to 
us than last year.

The Arctic Three -Malc , Rick and myself - found 
ourselves yet again camping at the Classic Japanese Bike 
Show at Donnington this year, just to start off the season. 
True to form the weather was cold, and we woke on the 
Saturday morning to a covering of snow. We did have a 
“jobsworth” make us move our tents at 7 in the morning, 
and again in the evening ,we were told to put out the small 
brazier we had lit as some small home comfort. The “Ba…
rd”.
We were joined by a few “day trippers” on the club stand 
on the two days, but I do feel we could have had a bit 
more support over the two days, (gripe over!) and thanks 
for those who did come. Oh I nearly forgot - Malc got an 

Ken

award for his bike - AGAIN I hear you say ? Well done Malc, 
you deserve it.

 Malc assures me that the Gathering route is sorted, and I 
myself will be doing a recce very soon, but  am sure he has 
sorted it as usual - he’s a  “Gud un”.  I will be leading a ride 
in to join the Gathering, leaving The Arkwright Arms at 
9.00 am. Please come along and support this big event, and 
let’s make it the start of a great season for Centre 9. 

On the subject of me standing down as county rep, if you 
would like to give it a go for a year, give me a ring; I will give 
you all the help and support I can.
It’s a rewarding job, but unfortunately I cannot give the 
commitment I have been able to in the past year. On that note 
it’s goodbye from him, and thanks for all your support and 
friendship..     Ride Safe,

Ken’s Derbyshire Report
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I call this day to all gathered before me,
And ask that you pray for the roads to be clear of tin boxes, 

That are leading their owners down the path to hell,
For I am sure that most of them have no idea what it is to drive;

We pray also that the paths to biking heaven are sound, bereft of 
holes, and the devil’s own water, DIESEL;

That the gods of rain and cloud are always merciful, 
and at least, somewhere else;

That our great and powerful Saint Christopher 
will bless all of our travels.

And above all, that every single one of you is ready, willing and 
able to PARTY the living daylights out of 2008.

Ride safe my friends, and do not forget to tell me about it.

A Biker’s Prayer from Rev. Big Terence,
Vicar of the Church of the Lost Riders 

& Master of the Monastic Billboard

big terry

Subject:  How to have fun 
in those later years!
Working people frequently ask retired people what 
they do to make their days interesting.
Well for example, the other day I went into town 
and went to a shop in High Street.
I was only in there for about 5 minutes. When I 
came out there was a cop writing out a parking 
ticket. I went up to him and said, “Come on mate, 
how about giving a senior citizen a break?”
He ignored me and continued writing the ticket. 
I called him a Nazi Bastard.

He glared at me and started writing another ticket for 
having worn tyres.
So I called him a piece of stinking dog shit.
He fi nished the second ticket and put it on the windshield 
with the fi rst.
Then he started writing a third ticket. This went on for 
about 20 Minutes.
The more I abused him, the more tickets he wrote.
Personally, I didn’t give a shit. I came into town by bus.
I try to have a little fun each day now that I’m retired. 
It’s important at my age.

Big John 
Speaks in 
Tongues
Fi you can raed this, you 
have a sgtrane mnid too.
Can you raed tihs?

I cdnuolt blveiee 
that I cluod aulaclty 
uesdnatnrd what I was 
rdanieg.
The phaonmneal pweor 
of the hmuan mnid, 

aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dsenot mtaetr in what 
oerdr the ltteres in a
word are, the olny iproamtnt tihng is taht the 
frsit and lsat ltteer be
in the rghit pclae.
The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll 
raed it whotuit a
pboerlm.
Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed 
ervey lteter by istlef, but
the wrod as a wlohe.
Azanmig huh? Yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot 
slpeling was ipmorantt! 

Big Jhon (Notts. County Rep.)

billio51@hotmail.com

REVISITED

Hi there my Fellow Viragophiles and Starites, 
Following on from my appeal to Centre 9 members last 

month to try the newsletter by email, my sincere thanks go 
to the one person who responded! Remember, if you can get 
the newsletter by email - it looks much better in full colour - 
please email me at rumblingstar@aol.com - so that I can 
add you to the emailing list.  It is also worth mentioning that 
all the Centre 9 Newsletters can be downloaded direct from 
the Lost Riders website (lostriders.co.uk) - Terry gets each 
month’s Newsletter up on the website incredibly fast (usually 
the same day it’s out) - thank you, Terry.

Well, the new season is approaching fast, and I’m looking 
forward to getting out more on the old Virago. I have managed 
to keep riding at least a few times throughout the winter - we 
had some sunny, bright days in February for example, when 
it was possible to get out for a ride, although it was certainly 
cold by the time it got dark!  I had a run to Doncaster and 
found myself at the Harley dealership, looking longingly at 
a beautiful Heritage Softtail like the one I rode in California 
last Summer - what a great trip that was...

Jane and I are going to the Goth Festival in Whitby, April 
25th - 26th - if anyone else fancies a bit of goth-style fun, let 
us know and we’ll send you details. gothic  keith

Terry (far left) on recent February 
‘Sunny Day’ ride-out with other 

Centre 9 reprobates



5

Malc’s Bits

Trev’s Lincolnshire
Report 

malc

H i  e v e r y o n e , 
hope you are all fit and well 
and enjoying spring. It’s been 
fairly chilly of late –minus 
9 the other morning - but 
its been clear in the day, so it’s 
something we can put up with. 
At least we know summer is on its way, and that’s definitely 
something we can look forward too.

You will find details of this year’s ‘Gathering of the 
Clans’ ride-ins in this newsletter (p.2); if you aren’t clear of 
the details contact your county rep and he will clarify them 
for you. This is one of the largest ride outs in the VSOC (other 
than at rallies), so be a part of it. Remember though to register 
your attendance so that you will qualify for a patch.

Next months Centre meet at the Grey Goose is 
our AGM; yes I know that’s not what some of you joined our 
club for but it is an essential part of any organisation. All 
the positions on our committee will be voted upon. As you 
know, several existing officers will not be standing for re-

election. Its important for the smooth running of our Centre that 
all positions are filled  - and by the right type of people.  Please 
don’t just sit back and hope that someone else will do it, we need to 
keep moving forward. At work there is a saying ‘if you don’t move 
forward you move backwards’  and that’s not what anyone wants.  
Also at the AGM I will attempt to answer all your questions - ok, 
it might not  always be the answer you want to hear, but it’ll be 
the truth – if you want any information on any of the positions 
please contact me.

Seeing as I’ve only got one more ‘malc’s bit’ to do I’d 
like to thank everyone whose supported Liz and me throughout 
the last eight years; it’s been an honour to serve you. At times it’s 
been a bit of a roller coaster ride, but that’s life, that’s how it is. No 
individual event or occasion has influenced my decision; there 
are a million reasons and I simply couldn’t even start to list them. 
One thing tho’ - you’ve not seen the end of us - we’ll still be there, 
still riding, still doing stuff. It’s just now, for the first time in eight 
years, we’ll have the choice.

Talking about ride-outs: Sunday 16th March, leaving 
the Arkwright Arms at 11.00, now is the important bit, we are 
heading to the Barge at Newark and will be arriving there at 
about 12.00 noon. With a bit of luck your county reps will have 
picked up on this and arranged there own ride-ins to the Barge. 

Trev

L incolnshire  r ide in for  the  
Gathering of the Clans will be as 
follows:

08:30 Depart Cherry Tree Café A158, Sudbrooke 
to Sleaford.

09:30 Arrive/depart Little Chef, Holdingham 
roundabout.

10:30 Arrive OK Diner ready for start of 
Gathering at 11:00.

Sunday ride outs this year will be arranged 
by telephone on the Friday when there is a good 
forecast so don’t forget to let me have your 
telephone number if you wish to be included.

On the 8th and 9th March there is a Discover 
Greater Lincoln weekend being organised by the 
City Council so if anybody is interested in a ride 
into the city for either day here are some of the 
activities taking place:

Lincoln Cathedral – Sat.  two short documentaries 
being shown at 11:30 & 13:30 roof and tower tours 
from 10:00.

Lincoln Ghost walks – 11:30 - Medieval walk, 
15:00 – Ghost walk

House of Wines – Free wine & beer tasting from 
14:00 – 16:00

The Collection – Ludus Gladiator II roman re-
enactment weekend 10:00 – 16:00

Free guided tour of Downhill Lincoln 11:00 
outside Cornhill Tourist info office.

Museum of Lincolnshire – free admission
Lincolnshire Road transport museum – Free 

entry

Our first Wednesday meeting back at the Castle 
Inn, Coningsby went very well.  The new owners 
are a young couple and have already made great 
improvements.  The pub has been decorated and 
is much more inviting.  Drinks are much more 
reasonably priced and from April they will be doing 
bar snacks.  Next meeting will be Wednesday 12 
March so why not come along.

Email your news  
and pix to: rumbling-

star@aol.com

Malc wins prize at 
Donny (see Ken’s bit)
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London Times Obituary  
of the late Mr. Common Sense 
  
 ‘Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, 
Common Sense, who has been with us for many years. 
No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth 
records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. 
He will be remembered as having cultivated such 
valuable lessons as: 
Knowing when to come in out of the rain; 
Why the early bird gets the worm; 
Life isn’t always fair; and maybe it was my fault. 
  
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies 
(don’t spend more than you can earn) and reliable 
strategies (adults, not children, are in charge). 
  
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-
intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in 
place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual 
harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended 
from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a 
teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only 
worsened his condition.

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked 
teachers for doing the job that they themselves had 
failed to do in disciplining their unruly children.

It declined even further when schools were required 
to get parental consent to administer sun lotion or an 
Elastoplast to a student; but could not inform parents 
when a student became pregnant and wanted to 
have an abortion. 
  
Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten 
Commandments became contraband; churches became 
businesses; and criminals received better treatment than 
their victims. Common Sense took a beating when you 
couldn’t defend yourself from a burglar in your own home 
and the burglar could sue you for assault. 
  
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a 
woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee 
was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly 
awarded a huge settlement. 
  
Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, 
Truth and Trust; his wife, Discretion; his daughter, 
Responsibility; and his son, Reason. 
He is survived by his 4 stepbrothers; I Know My Rights, 
I Want It Now, Someone Else Is To Blame, and I’m A 
Victim. 
  
 Not many attended his funeral because so few realized 
he was gone. If you still remember him, pass this on. If 
not, join the majority and do nothing. 
  

 And a little extra........................ 
  
 Can you imagine working for a company that has a 
little more than 600 employees and has the following 
statistics? 
  
 29 have been accused of spouse abuse 
  
 7 have been arrested for fraud 
  
 19 have been accused of writing bad cheques 
  
 117 have directly or indirectly bankrupted at least  
two businesses 
  
 3 have done time for assault 
  
 71 cannot get a credit card due to bad credit 
  
 4 have been arrested on drug-related charges 
  
 8 have been arrested for shoplifting 
  
 21 are currently defendants in lawsuits 
  
 84 have been arrested for drink driving in the last 
year 
  
 Which organization is this? 
  
It’s the 635 members of the House of 
Commons, the same group that cranks out 
hundreds of new laws each year designed to 
keep the rest of us in line.

(With thanks to Les for drawing these statistics to 
our attention regarding our elected ‘leaders’ )

Please Help Us!

To keep this publication lively and a good 
read, please send me your reports on 
ride-outs, rallies, parties and other events; 
also photos, cartoons, jokes, stories - all 
amusing and interesting contributions are 
welcome! 

Email your contributions to: 
rumblingstar@aol.com

In next month’s stunning  
Lost Riders newsletter: 

Donnington Classic Bike Show
Sunny Day in February Ride-Out
Anything that happened in March

Why Do I Drink Real Ale?


